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were performed in the presence of the Prophet There is also a 
subcategory of oral statements made by the Companions of the Pro- 
phet ^.in addition to the Prophet himself. Khabar (^Jl) (report), 
'Athar (track, trace, sign, impression, tradition) and Sunnah 

(iuJl) (practice, usage, etc) are the terms also to denote a Hadith. The 
word Hadith is generally translated as a Narration or Tradition. The 
mai> .^xt of a Hadith is called Matn (main text), which is 

pi .ceded by Sanad (ju~JI) (chain of narrators). 

There are two kinds of Ahadith: Ahadith Nabawiyyah (i^Jl cUpUVl) and 
Ahadith Qudsiyyah. (L^jiJl ^UpUSH) Ahadith are found in various 
collections compiled by Muslim scholars in the early centuries of the Mus- 
lim civilization. Six such collections are considered most authentic. Some 
famous collectors of Ahadith are Imam Bukhari, Imam Muslim, Imam Na- 
sa'i, Imam Abu Dawud, Imam Tirmidhi and Imam Ibn Majah. 

Hadith Nabawi: (<jj^\ c~o>Jl) (Prophetic Tradition) A saying of the 
Prophet £{| himself transmitted outside the Noble Qur'an. 

Hadith Qudsi: (^-UJl ^ji>J1) (Sacred Tradition) A Statement of Allah, 
generally outside the Noble Qur'an, reported by the Prophet ^ in his 
sayings. The meaning of these Ahadith were revealed to him and he 
put them in his own words, unlike the Qur'an that is the Word of Al- 
mighty Allah, and the Prophet $i conveyed it exactly as it was revealed 
to him. The scholars of Hadith say that Ahadith Qudsiyyah are from 
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Allah only as far as the meaning of the text is concerned and they are 
from the Prophet of Allah as to the actual wordings of these messages. 
It would be erroneous to attribute any of the Qudsi Hadith to Allah 
and claim, for example, "Allah said..." 

The basic kinds of Ahadith are: 

Qawli{Jj&\) (Verbal): It records the utterances of the Prophet ^g. 

FitC {J*A\) (Practical): It records the deeds of the Prophet i|. 

Taqrin (Tacit): It records the Prophet's silent approval of some 

action, behavior, etc. 

Shamd'il (J5L-1JI) (physical characteristics): It records the physical 
characteristics, appearance, habits or behavior of the Prophet 

Below is the list of common classifications used by scholars to identify 
the various categories of the compiled narrations: 

Ahdd: (Isolated) 
'Aziz: (jd>lO (Precious) 
Bdtil: (jtUl) (False) 
DaHJ: (Weak) 
Gharib: (^uyJl) (Unfamiliar) 
Hasan: (j~>J0 (Good) 
Jayyid: (-uJl) (Perfect) 
Majhul: (J^^Jl) (Unknown) 
Ma'lul: (J^l) (Defective) 
Mansukh: (^~uJl) (Abrogated) 
Maqbul: (J^^jJl) (Acceptable) 
Maqtii': (^WJl) (Intersected) 
Mardud: (Rejected) 
Marfu' (Traceable) Q^jJl) 
Mash-hur: (j^jlJI) (Well-known) 
Matnik: (Abandoned) 
Mawdii': Q^jJl) (Fabricated) 
Mawqiif: (^Jy^Jl) (Discontinued) 
Mawsiil: (J^jJl) (Complete) 
Mawthiiq: (Jji^Jt) (Trustworthy) 
Mu'al-laq: (jUJl) (Suspended) 
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Munqati': QJafcJl) (Interrupted) 
Musalsal: (JJLJI) (Uninterrupted) 
Musnad: (jl^JI) (Traceable to Prophet) 
Mutawdtir: (Continuous) 
Muda'af: (^U-aJI) (Doubtful) 
Mudallas: (^JjlJI) (Truncated) 
Mudraj: (^jlJI) (Interpolated) 
Mudtarib: ^kJuJl) (Confounding) 
Munfarid: yLJl) (Unique) 
Munkar: (j&Jl) (Denounced) 
Mursal: (j^jJl) (Disconnected) 
Mut-tasih (j^Jl) (Connected) 
Mut-tafaq 'Alayh (Up jiiJI) (Agreed upon) 
CJotw: (^0 (Strong) 
Sahih: (^^oJl) (Sound) 
Sftodft; (iLiJl) (Contradictory) 
Tfto&ft; (oiWl) (Authentic) 
TfttyoA; (ifcJl) (Trustworthy) 

/flqjfa: (JiiUJl) One who has memorized the entirety of the Qur'an. Thousands 
of Muslim men and women throughout the world dedicate their time and 
energy to this tradition, which serves to maintain the Qur'anic Scripture as it 
was revealed to Prophet Muhammad jg over 1,400 years ago. 

Hayd: (^^Jl) Monthly periods or menstruation experienced by a woman. 

Hays: ( crs >Jl) A dish made of butter, dates and cheese. 

Hajafah: (<a»J|) A kind of shield. 

Hdjar: (yrU) (Hagar/Agar/Hajira) One of Ibrahim's wives who, along 
with her infant son Ismail (Ishmael), was settled in Arabia by Prophet 
Ibrahim (Abraham) She may be considered the founder of the city 
of Makkah, since it was a desolate valley prior to her arrival, and dis- 
covery of the sacred well known as Zamzam. 

Hajar: Places in Bahrain, Jazan, Najran. 

Al-Hajarul-Aswad: (s^Vl ./roJl) (The Black Stone) A stone which is said to 
have fallen from heavens, set into one corner of the Ka'bah in Makkah by 
Prophet Ibrahim The pilgrims kiss it following the practice of Prophet 
Muhammad^. 

i 
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Hdjj: (^UJl) A person who has performed the Hajj, or pilgrimage to Makkah. 

Hajj: (gsJl) (Major Pilgrimage) The Hajj is performed annually by over 
20,00(^000 people during Dhul-Hijjah, the twelfth month of the Islamic lu- 
nar calendar. It is one of the five pillars of Islam, a duty Muslims must per- 
form at least once in their lives, provided their health permits and they are 
financially capable. There are rules and regulations and specific dress to be 
followed. The Hajj rites symbolically remind the trials and sacrifices of Pro- 
phet Ibrahim, his wife Hajar, and their son Isma'il over 4,000 years ago. In 
addition to Tawaf and Sa'y, there are a few other requirements but especially 
one's standing (i.e., stay) at 'Arafat during the daytime on ninth of Dhul- 
Hijjah, and the sacrifice of an animal. There are three types of Hajj: Ifrad 
(^1 ^Nl single), Qiran (jl ^1 combined), Tamattu' (^Jl interrupted). 

Hajj Al-Akbar: (jSH\ ^\) The day of Nahr (i.e., the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah). 

Hajj Al-Asghar: (yw?\l jf^O The minor pilgrimage ('Umrah). 

Hajjul-Bayt: (oJi g>) Making a pilgrimage to the House of Allah. 

Hajj Ifrdd: (>\ ^) (Single Hajj) Performing Hajj without performing 
the 'Umrah. It is generally for the inhabitants of Makkah. 

Hajj Mabrur: j^Jl) A Hajj that is free of sin and is accepted by 

Allah because of its perfection in both inward intention and outward 
observation of the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad ig and with 
legally earned money. 

Hajj Qiran: {d\y&\ g>) (Combined Hajj) Performing the 'Umrah followed 
by the Hajj, without taking off the Ihram in between. 

Hajj Tamattu': ( ( *^Jl ^) (Interrupted Hajj) 'Umrah is followed by Hajj, 
but the Ihram is taken off in between these two stages. 

Hajjatul-Wadd': Q^l i**) The last Hajj of the Prophet jg, the year 
before he died. 

Hajjdm: (j»U**Jl) One who performs cupping. 

Hajr: (^) A place in the way to Basrah & Kufah from Yamamah 
where the vessels were made, also the place of Banu Sulaim. 

Haldl: (J*>UJl) That which is lawful or permissible in Islam. 

Haldlah: (aJ*>UJI) To marry a divorced woman temporarily with the 
intention of making her remarriage to her former husband lawful. This 
act is unlawful. Marriage based on intended divorce is unlawful, whe- 
ther its period is prescribed or not. 

Halif: (^iJUJl) A person who enjoys the protection of a tribe but does 
not belong to it by blood. 



Glossary of Islamic Terms 



467 



Halq: (jL>Jl) To shave off the hair from the head (during Hajj). 

Halqah: (*aUJ!) A group of students involved in the study of Islam. 

Ham: (* UJ1) A stallion camel freed from work for the sake of idols, after 
it had finished a number of copulations assigned for it. 

Hdmah: There are different meanings of this pre-Islamic belief: It 

is a worm that comes out of a murdered person's head seeking ven- 
geance; it refers to the owl that was considered a bad omen if seen in 
different circumstances; or it was a bird that came from the bones of a 
dead person that would fly away. 

Hanaff: Islamic school of law founded by Imam Abu Hanifah. 

Followers of this school are known as the Hanafi. 

Hantdh: (ol^jh) An expression used when you don't want to call somebody 
by her name. (It is used for calling a female). 

Hanbali: (JL^) Islamic school of law founded by Imam Ahmad bin 
Hanbal. Followers of this school are known as the Hanbalis. 

Hanif: (^*jL^Jl) People who during the time of Jahiliyyah (Ignorance) 
rejected the idolatry in their society and were in search for the true 
religion of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) Hanif literally means 'one 
who is inclined', it is used in the Qur'an at ten places. The term as 
such connotes sincerity, uprightness and single-mindedness in one's in- 
clination, dedication and commitment to Allah or to His faith, that is, 
monotheism (worshipping Allah Alone and nothing else). 

Hunafd': (*U>Ji) The Makkans claimed descent from Abraham through 
Ishmael, and tradition stated that their temple, the Ka'bah, had been built by 
Abraham for the worship of the One God. It was still called the House of 
Allah, but the chief objects of worship there were a number of idols which 
were called daughters of Allah and intercessors. The few who felt disgust at 
this idolatry, which had prevailed for centuries, longed for the religion of 
Abraham and tried to find out what had been its teaching. Such seekers of the 
truth were known as Hunafa' (sing. Hanif), a word originally meaning 'those 
who turn away' (from the existing idol-worship), but coming in the end to 
have the sense of 'upright' or 'by nature upright,' because such persons held 
the way of truth to be right conduct. These Hunafa' did not form a commu- 
nity. They were the agnostics of their day, each seeking truth by the light of his 
own inner consciousness. Muhammad son of 'Abdullah became one of these. 

Hantam or Hantamah: (^>Jl /\ ^ju>JI) A name of a pot in which 
alcoholic drinks used to be prepared, it was an earthenware container. 
Also called Jarrah. 
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Haniit: (J» ^Jl) A kind of scent used for embalming the dead. 

Haqq: (j>Jl) The Truth, also used for the legal right or claim to something. 

Hardm: (f j*Jl) A Haram is a sanctuary, a sacred territory. Makkah has been 
considered a Haram since the time of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) sgs. All 
things within the limit of the Haram are protected and considered inviol- 
able. Al-Madinah was also declared a Haram by the Prophet jj§. Although 
the boundary of any Masjid (mosque) is also a sanctuary, but usually this 
term is used with regard to the Sacred Mosque (Masjid Haram) in Makkah 
and the Prophet's Mosque (Masjid Nabawi) in Al-Madinah. This is why 
they are referred to as £ A1-Haramayn Ash-Sharifayn J , the two Holy Mos- 
ques. (Al-Hill is the area outside the sacred precincts of Makkah.) 

Hardm: (^ 1^1) Unlawful, forbidden and punishable from the viewpoint 
of Islam. 

Harawra'; (*\jjj>*S\) A town in Iraq. 

Harbah: (l>j>^\) A small spear. 

Harbi: (^^0 Who is in the state of war. 

Harir: (^yJl) Silk. 

Harj: Q^Jf) Killing. 

Hurrah: (s^l) A well-known rocky volcanic region in and around Al- 
Madinah covered with black stones. 

Hdnin: (jjjU) (Aaron) The brother of Prophet Musa (Moses) W% and a 
Prophet of Allah. 

Al-Haruriyyah: (kjj^) A special unorthodox religious sect of Khawarij. 
Nicknamed as such because they were stationed at the place known as 
Harura'. 

Al-Hasba': (*U*>Jl) A place outside Makkah where pilgrims go after 
finishing all the ceremonies of Hajj on twelfth of Dhul-Hijjah. 

Hasanah: (pi. Hasanat) It means merit, virtue, reward, good 

deed, good point. The merit or reward recorded for one on doing a 
good thing or abstaining from something wrong or bad. It is the oppo- 
site of Sayyi'ah i^Ji (demerit, sin, bad deed). 

Al-Hashr: (^Jl) Another name for the Day of Judgment, Yawmul- 
Hashr (^>Ji ^ (Day of the Gathering). Place or vast ground or Field 
of Gathering. It is also the name of Surah 59 of the Noble Qur'an. 

Hasir: (^^Jl) A mat that is made of leaves of date-palms and is fit for 
one man or more to stand up and pray upon. It may be used for other 
purposes also. 
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/fawrf Kawthar: (JjS ^ y>-) The watering-place (Cistern/Basin/Tank/ 
Fountain/River) of Prophet Muhammad whose pure drink will 
refresh the believers on the Day of Judgment. 

Hawdlah: (<Jl^>Jl) The transference of a debt from one person to 
another. It is an agreement whereby a debtor is released from a debt 
by another becoming responsible for it. 

Hawdri: (^jlj^l) Sincere supporter or disciple. 

Hawdzin: (jjl ^Jl) A tribe of Quraysh. 

Hdwiyah: (AjjlgJl)The lowest pit of Hell. 

Hawl: (J^pJl) The minimum period of time after which Zakat becomes 
due upon property. 

Hawwa: (*l y^) Eve, the wife of Adam. The Qufan indicates that Hawwa was 
created as an equal mate for Adam, and that both Adam and Hawwa sinned 
equally when they disobeyed Allah by eating fruit from the forbidden tree in the 
heaven. Upon turning to Allah in repentance, both were likewise equally forgiven. 

Haya 9 : (*L*Ji) This term covers a large number of concepts. It may mean 
modesty, self-respect, bashfulness, honor, etc. Haya' is of two kinds: good 
and bad; the good Haya' is to be ashamed to commit a crime or a thing that 
Allah jy> and His Messenger #| has forbidden, and bad Haya' is to be 
ashamed to do a thing, which Allah and His Messenger ordered to do. 

Henna: (*L*Jl) A kind of plant used for dyeing hair etc. 

Hibah: (4-4J1) present, gift. 

Hibarah: (s^>Jl) A sheet from Yemen with colored stripes of red or 
green. Some say it is of green color. 

Al-Hiddnah: (£L*>Jl) The nursing and caretaking of children. 

Hijz: (Jii>Jl) It means to memorize. In the religious sense, Muslims try to 
memorize the whole Qur'an. Any person who achieves this task is called 
Hafiz. There are millions of Muslims who memorize the whole Qur'an. 

Hijdb: (c->l«Jl) Veil, partition, curtain, covering the body. Screening 
between non-Mahram men and women. Any kind of veil, it could be a 
curtain or a facial veil, etc. A long dress prescribed for Muslim women 
to cover their whole body from head to feet. 

Hijdz: (jU*>Jl) The region along the western seaboard of Arabia, in 
which Makkah, Al-Madinah, Jeddah, and Ta'if are situated. 

Hijr: {y^>-) The place of Thamud before Tabuk between Al-Madinah and 
Sham. Also the unroofed portion of the Ka'bah called Hatim, which at 
present is in the form of a compound towards the north of it. 
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Hijrah: (s _^Jl) It signifies migration from a land where a Muslim is unable to 
live according to the precepts of his faith to a land where it is possible to do so. 
Hijrah can also mean to leave a bad way of life for a good or more righteous 
way. The Hijrah par excellence for Muslims is the Hijrah of the Prophet #| that 
not only provided him and his followers refuge from persecution, but also 
an opportunity to build a society and state according to the ideals of Islam. 

Hijri: j>^\) Name of the Islamic lunar calendar. It refers to the Prophet's 
migration from Makkah, because of the mounting hostility, there to Ya- 
thrib (200 miles north) whose people had invited him. This journey took 
place in the twelfth year of his mission. He arrived on the 20th of Septem- 
ber 622 CE, and the city proudly changed its name to Madinatun-Nabi 
(the Prophet's city), commonly known as Al-Madinah. This is the begin- 
ning of the Islamic lunar calendar, often called the Hijri calendar, it is da- 
ted from this important event, which marks the beginning of an Islamic 
state (in Al-Madinah) in which the Shari'ah (Islamic law) was im- 
plemented. The months of the Islamic calendar are: Muharram, Safar, Ra- 
bi'ul-Awwal, Rabi'uth-Thani, Jumadal-Ula, Jumadath-Thaniyah, Rajab, 
Sha'ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhul-Hijjah. 

Hildb: (^^) A kind of scent. 

Al-Hill: (J>J0 The area outside the sacred precincts of Makkah. 
Himd: {^y^\) A private pasture. 

Hims: (^ja*^) A city in Sham (Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Israel and 
Jordan) now it is in Syria. 

Himydn: (oU>) A kind of belt, part of which serves as a purse to keep 
money in it. 

Hiqqah: (^Jl) A three-year-old she-camel. 

Hird y : (*l^>J0 The cave in a mountain named Jabalan-Nur on the outskirts of 
Makkah where Muhammad jg, at the age of forty, received the first 
revelations of the Qur'an, beginning with the word Iqra' that means 'read'. 
The cave was a favorite place of retreat for Muhammad prior to his call 
to prophethood, where he could contemplate alone and seek Allah free 
from the distractions of the city below. 

Hubal: (J-j*) Hubal, the chief of the minor deities, was an image of a 
man, and was said to have been originally brought to Arabia from Syr- 
ia. It was one of the so many false gods of Arabs housed in the Ka'bah 
in the pre-Islamic period of Ignorance. 

Hubld: (^Jl^JI) A kind of desert tree. 

Hudd': {*\^\) Chanting of camel-drivers keeping pace of camel's walk. 



Glossary of Islamic Terms 



471 



Al-Hudaybiyah: (L^j^l) A well-known place ten miles from Makkah on 
the way to Jeddah. 

Hudiid: (ijO>Jl) (sing. Hadd) Allah's set boundary limits for Halal 
(lawful) and Haram (unlawful). Whoever transgresses these limits may 
be punished or forgiven by Allah as He wills. Legal punishment for 
certain crimes like robbery (to cut the hands), adultery or fornication 
(stoning or lashes and exile for one year), apostasy (killing), etc. 

Hujjdj: (^UjJI) Pilgrims. Persons who have been on the pilgrimage to 
Makkah during the Hajj season in the month of Dhul-Hijjah. (Singular: 
Hajj = ^UJl a male pilgrim; Hajjah = ^UJI a female pilgrim) 

Hujrah: (} Courtyard of a dwelling place, or a room. 

Hukm: (^£>JI) Literally meaning verdict, judgment, decision (see Verse 
6:57), sometimes gives the meaning of wisdom, discretion, knowledge 
and the power to see things in their true perspective (Verse 26:83). 

Hukmiyyah: (i^iUJl) One of the Khawarij sects. So named because they 
had rejected the verdict of the arbitrators appointed by 'Ali and Mu'a- 
wiyah under the plea that judgment rests only with Allah. 

HuUah: (^UJl) A Najrani garment or shroud or coffin consisting of two 
parts, two-piece garment, lower wrap and upper wrap. Two pieces of a 
garment made of the same material. 

Humav (>^0 Madness or evil suggestions. 

Hums: (^-o^) The tribe of Quraysh, their offspring and their allies were called 
Hums. Those who were either lived in Haram or born there or were in the 
area of Haram or were from the tribes of Kinanah and Jadilah. This word 
implies enthusiasm and strictness. The Hums used to say: "We are the peo- 
ple of Allah." They thought themselves superior to other people. 

Hunayn: (j-^Jl) A valley between Makkah and Ta'if where the battle 
took place between the Prophet and Quraysh pagans. 

Huquq: (J^s>Jl) (sing. Haq) Rights. 

Hur: (j^>Jl) (Houris) Very fair females of Paradise wide-eyed with 
intense black irises and intense white scleras created by Allah as such 
not from the offspring of Adam. (Hur'in-wide-eyed houris) 

Hurin-'Ein: (^ jy>~) Wide-eyed houris. 

Ibddah: (SiUJl) Literally means worship, it refers to all those acts with which 
one renders worship and adoration, obedience and submission, service and 
subjection to Allah (. Thus in Islam, visiting the sick, giving charity, hugging 
one's spouse, or any other good act is considered an act of worship. 
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Iblis: (jjJLl) The word literally means 'thoroughly disappointed, one in utter 
despair'. It is the personal name of Shaytan (Satan) or the cursed devil, as 
found in the Qur'an. Iblis is believed to be a prominent member of the jinn, a 
class of Allah's creation. When Adam (the first human) was created, Allah 
commanded Iblis and all the other angels to prostrate themselves before 
Adam. He rebelled against Allah out of vanity and refused the Command of 
Allah to prostrate before Adam, and was cast out from heavens. Iblis reasoned 
to himself that he was superior to Adam since he was made of fire while Adam 
was only made of clay. By this one act of defiance, Iblis introduced the sins of 
pride, envy, and disobedience into the world. Hence, Allah told him that he 
will dwell in Hell. Iblis asked Allah for a postponement until the Hereafter. He 
also asked Allah to allow him to mislead and tempt humankind to error. This 
term was granted to him by Allah whereafter he became the chief promoter of 
evil and prompted Adam and Eve to disobey Allah's order. Allah told him that 
only the misguided ones would follow him and that He would fill Hell with him 
and his followers. Iblis swore that he would mislead and misguide all the peo- 
ple except those sincere and devoted worshippers of Allah.Allah warns human 
beings repeatedly in the Qur'an that Iblis is an avowed enemy of humankind, 
whose temptations must be resisted in order to stay on the Straight Path. He is 
possessed of a specific personality and is not just an abstract force. 

Ibn: (jjjNl) (also used as bin) Arabic term meaning 'son of. Many famous 
Muslim men in history are known by a shortened version of their names begin- 
ing with Ibn. Examples include, Ibn Khaldun (a historian), Ibn Sina (a physi- 
cian), Ibn Rushd (a judge and philosopher), and Ibn Batutah (a world traveler). 

Ibn Hajari ( JP ^ y\) Allamah Hafiz Ahmad bin Hajar 'Asqalani. 

Ibn Labun: (djJ j>\) Two year old camel. 

Ibrahim: (^1^0 Abraham, a Prophet and righteous person revered by 
Muslims, Jews, and Christians alike as the patriarch (father-figure) of 
monotheism. Muslims commemorate Ibrahim's devotion, struggles and 
sacrifices during the annual Hajj rites. 

'Iddah: (sjoJI) The waiting period prescribed by Allah that a woman is 
required to observe as a consequence of the nullification of her mar- 
riage with her husband or because of the husband's death, during 
which a woman may not remarry after being widowed or divorced. 

Idhkhir: (>o^l) A kind of grass well-known for its good smell, and is 
found in Hijaz, Saudi Arabia. 

Idtibd': (^Lk^ N 0 In Ihram, putting the upper wrap (Rida') under the right armpit 
leaving the right shoulder bare, and placing part of it over the left shoulder. 
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Ifddah: (JL^li^l) See Tawaful-Ifadah. 

Iftdr: (jUai^j) Breaking of the fast immediately after sunset at Maghrib as 
soon as the Call to Prayer (Adhan) is called. 

Ihddd: (.iljb^l) Mourning for a deceased husband. 

Ihldl: (J*>U^!) Raising the voice while reciting the Talbiyah during Hajj 
or 'Umrah. 

Ihrdm: (*l The state of consecration into which Muslims enter in order 
to perform the Hajj or 'Umrah (lesser pilgrimage). In which one is pro- 
hibited to practice certain deeds that are lawful at other times. The cere- 
monies of 'Umrah and Hajj are performed during such state. When one 
assumes this state, the first thing one should do is to express mentally and 
orally one's intention to assume this state for the purpose of performing Hajj 
or 'Umrah. Then Talbiyahpilgrimage recitation (Labbayk Allahumma 
Labbayk... Here I am, O Allah, here I am) is recited, and two sheets of white 
unstitched seamless cloth are the only clothes men wear; the sheet wrapped 
below one's waist is called Izar, and the other wrapped round the upper part 
of the body is Rida\ This dress worn by pilgrims serves to reinforce a sense of 
humility, purity, and human equality. In the state of Ihram the pilgrim is re- 
quired to observe many prohibitions, for example, he may not hunt, shave or 
trim his hair, shed blood, use perfume, or indulge in sexual gratification. 

Ihsdn: (jL^Nl) Right action, goodness, sincerity. Doing something in a 
goodly manner. The highest level of deeds and worship with perfection, 
i.e., when you worship Allah or do deeds, consider yourself as if you 
see Him; and if you cannot achieve this feeling or attitude, then you 
must bear in mind that He sees you. In other words, Ihsan means to be 
patient in performing your duties to Allah, totally for Allah's sake and 
in accordance with the Sunnah (legal ways) of the Prophet g in a 
perfect manner. 

Ihtikdr: (jl&^Nl) It means a planned hoarding of something for future 
profit. Ihtikar is prohibited and unlawful as it creates artificial scarcity 
of essential foodstuff. 

Al-Ihtibd>: (>L^l) See AI-Habwah. 

Ibn Makhdd: (^U^ ^l) One-year-old camel 

Ijdrah: (s jU-^l) Literally means to give something on rent. 

Ijmd\'(^L^>l\) Consensus of opinion among scholars and leaders. It is 
one of the means employed by Muslims for joint decision-making, and 
for interpreting the Shari'ah. Ijma' comes next to the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah as a source of Islamic doctrines. 
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Ijtihdd: (aI^-NI) Independent interpretive or discretionary reasoning. The 
intellectual effort of Muslim scholars to employ reason and analysis of the 
authoritative sources Qur'an and Sunnah for the purpose of finding legal 
solutions to new and challenging situations or issues. It is also said to ex- 
ercise personal judgment based on the Qur'an and the Sunnah. 

Iki' or lyW: A husband's oath to abstain from sexual relations 

with his wife. The maximum permissible limit for abstaining from sex- 
ual relations in wedlock under such a vow is four months, after which 
it would automatically mean repudiation of the marriage. 

Ilhdm: (f L$JN1) Literally means inspiration. Here it refers to those things 
or ideas that Allah puts into the minds of His pious servants. 

Iliyd': (*Uy) Eilat seaport near Israel at head of Gulf 'Aqabah. 

( Ilm: ((JLJl) Arabic term meaning knowledge. The Qur'an and Hadith 
encourage Muslims to constantly strive to increase their knowledge, of 
both religious and worldly matters. 

7/m Jafar: ^) The science of numerical symbolism of letters. It is 

said to come down from 'Ali bin Abu Talib. Some say it to be Numol- 
ogy, Number manipulation, and some name it to be the art of cipher- 
ing or deciphering. 

Imam: (fU^l) Generally, the term Imam refers to one who leads 
congregational worship. More broadly, the term also applies to religious 
leaders within the Muslim community, it is also used with reference to 
the founders of the different systems of theology and law in Islam, and in 
its highest form, refers to the head of the Islamic state. 

'Imdmah: (^.UJl) The turban or similar head covering. 

Imam Mahdi: (^Jup ^ UN l) He will make his appearance when the Muslims will 
be at their weakest position. With his advent, the greater signs of Qiyamah 
(Resurrection) will commence. He will be the leader of the Muslims, and 
after his death, Prophet 'Eisa (Jesus) will take over the leadership. 

Imdn: (jUjNI) Literally means faith or belief. Here it refers to believing 
in Allah (as the One and only God and believing that Muhammad *i| 
is His Messenger, and also having belief in other articles of faith. 

Imlds: (^MaNl) An abortion caused by being beaten over one's (a 
pregnant wife's) abdomen. 

Imsdk: (iJLwNl) To abstain completely from foods, drinks, intimate 
intercourses and smoking, before the break of the dawn till sunset. 

Inbijdniyah: (iJUJN!) A woolen garment without marks. 
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Injd: (J~*J^0 Arabic name for the Holy Scripture revealed to Prophet 'Eisa 
(Jesus) ^ during the last two or three years of his earthly life. The Injil 
mentioned by the Qur'an should, however, not be identified by the four 
Gospels of the New Testament that contain a great deal of records of the 
life of Jesus written by his closest contemporaries in addition to the in- 
spired statements of Prophet Jesus It is significant, however, that the 
statements explicitly attributed to Jesus in the Gospels contain 
substantively the same teachings as those of the Qur'an. 

Innd Lilldhi wa Innd Jlayhi Rdji'un: (jj^-K <Jl Ulj <dJ Ul) When a Muslim 
is struck with a calamity, when he loses one of his loved ones, or when 
he has gone bankrupt, he should be patient and say this statement 
meaning 'We are from Allah and to Him we return'. Muslims believe 
that Allah is the One Who gives and it is He Who takes away. He is 
testing us sometimes by giving something and sometimes by taking 
away. Hence, a Muslim submits himself to Allah. He is grateful and 
thankful to Allah for whatever he gets. On the other hand, he is pa- 
tient and says this expression in times of turmoil and calamity. 

In shd' Allah: (<dJl jl) The meaning of this Arabic phrase is Tf Allah 
wills'. When a person wishes to plan for the future, when he promises, 
when he makes resolutions, and when he makes a pledge, he says this 
phrase. Muslims are to strive hard and to put their trusts with Allah. 
They leave the results in the Hands of Allah. 

Intiqds: (^UiV i) Sprinkling water on private parts while performing Wudu'. 

'Iqdl: (<JU*5l) The rope by which the camel's foreleg is fettered. 

Iqdmah: (^ULS^l) It refers to the second call for the prayer that follows the 
first call (Adhan). Iqamah means that the obligatory prayer in congrega- 
tion is just to begin. It is to be recited in Arabic before every obligatory 
prayer. It is composed of specific words and phrases very closely related to 
the Adhan. The statements of the Adhan are recited reduced so that the 
statements that are expressed twice in the Adhan are recited once in Iqa- 
mah except the last utterance of Allahu-Akbar. The prayer is offered im- 
mediately after Iqamah has been pronounced. 

Iqdmatus-Saldt; (s%^Jl 5^ LSI) The offering of the prayers perfectly. This is not 
understood by many Muslims. It means: (A) Each and every Muslim, male or 
female, is obliged to offer his prayers regularly five times a day at the specified 
times; the male in the mosque in congregation and the female at home. As the 
Prophet 0j has said: "Order your children for prayer at the age of seven and 
beat them (about it) at the age of ten." The chief (of a family, town, tribe, 
etc.) and the Muslim ruler of a country are held responsible before Allah in 
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case of non-fulfillment of this obligation by the Muslims under his authority. 
(B) To offer the prayers in a way just as the Prophet Muhammad jg| offered 
it with all its rules and regulations, as he sjg said: "Offer your prayers the 
way you see me offering them." Please see Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 1 for 
the Prophet's way of praying, in the book of characteristics of the prayer 
and that the prayer (Salat) begins with Takbir (Allahu-Akbar) with the re- 
citation of Surat Al-Fatihah etc., along with its various postures, standing, 
bowing, prostrations, sitting etc., and it ends with Taslim. 

Iqra': (\ J\) It means 'read' or 'recite,' it was the first word of the Qur'an 
revealed to Muhammad during one of his retreats to the cave of 
Hira' above Makkah. Muslims refer to this word to remind themselves 
of the importance of acquiring knowledge, 'from the cradle to the 
grave' as Prophet Muhammad #| said. 

Irfdh: (ali/^l) To comb the hair everyday. 

Isbdghul-Wudii'; ^L- 1) To perform ablution properly It means 

either covering all required areas completely or washing them three 
times. (Likewise, Ahsanal-Wudu' means performing ablution well, and 
Atammal-Wudu' means performing ablution perfectly.) 

Isbdl: (jL~.Nl) Making one's lower garment too long below the heels. 

'Ishd': (*LuJl) It is the commencement of darkness, and the beginning of 
the time of Tsha' (night) prayer. The time for it starts about one hour 
and a half after sunset, till the middle of night. 

Ish'dr: (jU^Nl) Marking the Budn. This was done by grazing the skin of 
the camel's hump until some blood appeared, and then wiping that 
blood in such a way as to leave a mark. This mark then indicated that 
the camel was set aside for sacrifice. 

Ishrdq: (Jl^iNl) Sunrise. 

Ishtimdlus-Sammd': (^U^aJl jUiJil) The wearing of clothes in the following two 
ways: 1. To cover one shoulder with a garment and leave the other bare. 2. To 
wrap oneself (with hands enclosed) in a garment while sitting in such a way 
that nothing of that garment would cover one's private parts. (See Ihtiba') 

Ishtirdk: (iJl^Nl) Equivocally; participation; partnership. While Istidanah 
means the raising or building up credit through credit purchases. It 
however does not apply to the raising of cash loans. 

Islam: (^ *>UNl) Its meaning encompasses the concepts of peace, greeting, 
salutation, surrender, obedience, loyalty, allegiance and commitment. Lit- 
erally means 'submission to the will of Allah,' and refers commonly to an 
individual's surrender and commitment to God the Creator through ad- 
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herence to the religion by the same name.The most important and pivotal 
concept in Islam is the Oneness of God. See Allah for more on the conept 
of God. Islam teaches that all faiths have, in essence, one common mes- 
sage: the existence of a Supreme Self, the one and only God, whose sover- 
eignty is to be acknowledged in worship and in the pledge to obey His 
teachings and commandments, conveyed through His Messengers and 
Prophets who were sent at various times and in many places throughout 
history. Islam demands a commitment to submit and surrender to God so 
that one could live in peace; peace (Salam) is achieved through active obe- 
dience to the revealed commandments of God, for God is the Source of all 
peace. Commitment to Islam entails striving for peace through a struggle 
for justice, equality of opportunity, mutual caring and consideration for 
others' rights, and continuous research and acquisition of knowledge for 
the better protection and utilization of the resources of the universe. 

The basic beliefs of Islam are: the Oneness of the only God who is Sover- 
eign of the universe; the Revelation of the teaching and commandments of 
God through angels in heaven to Prophets on earth, and written in sacred 
writings that all have the same transcendent source; these contain the will 
of God marking the way of peace for the whole universe and all mankind; 
the Day of Judgment which inaugurates the Afterlife in which God re- 
wards and punishes with respect to human obedience to His will. 

Islam is the last and final religion to all mankind and to all generations 
irrespective of color, race, nationality, ethnic background, language, or 
social position. Islam teaches that human diversity is a sign of the rich- 
ness of God's mercy, and that God wills human beings to compete with 
each other in goodness in order to test who is the finest in action; this 
is, according to Islam, the reason for the creation of the universe. 

Islam was revealed to the Prophet ^ (Surah 3 Al Tmran-The Family of 
Imran, Verse 19) "Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam," and again (Surah 5: 
Al-Ma'idah-The Table Spread, Verse 3) "This day I have perfected your re- 
ligion for you,and have chosen for you Islam as your religion. "A person who 
enters the fold of Islam is called a Muslim. The religion of Islam is not to be 
confused with Mohammedanism. The latter is misnomer to Islam. Muslims do 
not accept this name as it gives wrong information about Islam and Muslims. 

Ismd'il: (j^Lwl) (Ishmael) The elder son of Abraham, Prophet of Allah and 
the father of the Arabs, born to his wife Hajar. When he was about thirteen 
years old, Ismail helped Abraham build the Ka'bah as a place for mono- 
theists to worship the One God. He, along with his younger brother Ishaq 
(Isaac), are considered by Muslims to have been Prophets in their own right. 

Isndd: (.>L~^l) (sing. Sanad ju-Jl). The chain of narrators of a Prophetic Hadith. 
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Isrd': (*\j~>*i I) Another name for Surah Bani Israel (17) of the Noble Qur'an. 

Isrd' wa Mi'rdj: (^\y^J\j ^I^Nl) The miraculous 'Night Journey' and 
'Ascension' of Prophet Muhammad jgg, respectively, from Makkah to Al- 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, which took place in 619/620 CE. This important 
event, which took place in the year of Muhammad's wife Khadijah's death, 
gave strength to him by reaffirming God's support for him. During this event, 
instructions for the formal Muslim prayer were revealed to Muhammad £g, 
making them a cornerstone of Muslim faith and practice. 

Istabraq: (J Thick Dibaj (pure silk brocade). 

Istibrd': (*! ^--Nl) The elapse of one menstruation period in the case of a 
newly purchased slave-woman. 

Istighfdr: (jLUi^Nl) To seek Allah's forgiveness. It is something that must 
be done continuously in a Muslims life. 

Istihddah: (a^U^NI) Bleeding from the womb of a woman in between 
her ordinary periods. (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 1, Hadith No. 303) 

Istihsdn; (jL^o^Nl) To give a verdict with a proof from one's heart with 
satisfaction, and one cannot express it [only Abu Hanifah and his pu- 
pils say so but the rest of the Muslim religious scholars of Sunnah (and 
they are the majority) do not agree to it]. 

Istijmdr: { J \^cJ s i\) Purification by stone. 

Istikhdrah: (ojU^Nl) A prayer consisting of two Rak'at in which the 
praying person appeals to Allah to guide one to the right decision, re- 
garding a certain deed, or a particular problem, or a situation with 
which one is confronted. (See Hadith, No. 263, Vol. 2; Hadith No.391, 
Vol. 8; Hadith No. 487, Vol. 9; Sahih Al-Bukhari) 

Istinjd': (*Ujjlw-NI) Cleansing of one's private parts after having relieved 
oneself. A person can cleanse himself with water or clods of earth. 

Al-Istinshdq: (JLtj^Nl) Rinsing the nose. 

Istisqd': (*U~^Nl) A prayer consisting of two Rak'at, invoking Allah for 
rain in seasons of drought. (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 119, Vol. 2) 

Ithm: (^XO Ithm denotes negligence, dereliction of duty and sin. 

Ithmid: (juJ^I) Antimony that clears the vision and makes the eyelashes grow. 

Hikdf: (ol&pNl) Seclusion in a mosque for the purpose of worshipping 
Allah only. It refers to the religious practice of spending the last ten days 
of Ramadan (either wholly or partly) in a mosque so as to devote oneself 
exclusively to worship. The one in such a state should not have sexual rela- 
tions with his wife, and one is not allowed to leave the mosque except for a 
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very short period, and that is only for very urgent necessity, e.g., answering 
the call of nature or joining a funeral procession etc. 

Izdr: (jljXO A sheet worn below the waist to cover the lower half of the body. 

Jabriyyah: (^Jl) The Jabriyyah sect has the belief that a person is free 
to do according to his will and he is responsible solely what deeds he 
performs, good or badas against the Qadariyyah sect whose belief is 
just the opposite. 

Jad'd': An animal with the cut nose, ear or lip. But it is more 

specific for the nose being most common cases. 

Jadha'ah or Jadha': A*- 1 A four-year-old she-camel, or a sheep more 
than one year and less than two years, or cow of three years age, or a horse 
five years age. The criterion in goat, cow, ox and camel is having two teeth 
and in sheep who has reached the age of one year. 

Jahdlah: (iJ^Jl) Uncertainty in a contract that may lead to a later 
dispute; see Gharar. 

Jahannam: (<+^*-) Most commonly understood to mean Hell described as a 
place of torment, sorrow, and remorse. Islam teaches that God does not 
wish to send anyone to Hell, yet justice demands that righteous people be 
rewarded and those who insist on evil living without repentance and on 
denial of God be punished.. In fact, it is one of the levels of Hell. There are 
seven levels of Hell-fire: 1. Jahimthe shallowest level of Hell. It is reserved 
for those who believed in Allah and His Messenger but who ignored 
His commands. 2. Jahannama deeper level where the idol-worshippers are 
to be sent on the Day of Judgment. 3. Sa'iris reserved for the worshippers 
of fire. 4. Saqarthis is where those wjio did not believe in Allah will be sent 
on the Day of Judgment. 5. Ladhawill be the home of the Jews. 6. 
Hawiyahwill be the abode of the Christians. 7. Hutamahthe deepest level 
of Hell-fire. This is where the religious hypocrites will spend eternity. The 
worst of Allah's creation are the Munafiqin (hypocrites), whether they be 
of mankind or jinn, for they outwardly appear to accept, but inwardly re- 
ject Allah and His Messenger A dweller of Hell is called a Jahannami. 

Jdhil: (JaLJI) Literally means 'an ignorant person.' Here it refers to one who 
is ignorant of the knowledge of Islam irrespective of whether it is general 
knowledge of Islam, or knowledge of the rules and regulations of Islam. 

Jdhiliyyah: (aJLaUJ!) Literally ignorance' is a concise expression for the 
pagan practice of the days before the advent of the Prophet Mu- 
hammad Jahiliyyah denotes all those world-views and ways of life 
that are based on rejection or disregard of heavenly guidance commu- 
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nicated to mankind through the Prophets and Messengers of God; the 
attitude of treating human life . either wholly or partly . as independent 
of the directives of God. 

Jahim: (fv-^O See Jahannam. 

Jahmiyyah: (L^>Jl) Taken its name from its progenitor Jahm bin Safwan. 
This sect denies seeing Allah in the Hereafter. 

JahriSaldt: 5*>LaJ|) Prayer of audible recitation. 

Jayshul-'Usrah: (s^jJ I J~>-) Army of Hardship, meaning the campaign to Tabuk. 

Jalil: (J-l>Jl) A kind of good smelling grass grown in Makkah. 

Jdriyah: (ajjUJi) A young girl. 

Jd'iz: (jSUJl) see Halal. 

Jalab & Janab: (u-j^j ^Jbr) Jalab (bringing) and Janab (avoidance) 
meaning the tax collector should not stop in one place and demand 
that people bring their goods and livestock to him for assessment of 
tax; and also the people should not go to remote areas away from 
where they are expected to be so that the tax collector has to travel far 
and face hardship in doing his job. 

JaUdlah: (iJ^UJl) The animal that eats dung or the dropping of other animals. 

Jalsah: (i~U-) Sitting between the two prostrations. 

Jam ( :(^i\) Muzdalifah, a well-known place near Makkah. 

Jdmi': (^UJl) Collection of Ahadith on a list of topics like belief, laws, 

Sunan, purification, piety, manners, interpretation, history, etc. 
Jamd'at: (apU>J|) It is a group or a congregation for communal worship. 

Jamrah: (pi. Jimar) White hot coal. A small stone-built pillar in a 

walled place. There are three Jimar situated at Mina. One of the cere- 
monies of Hajj is to throw pebbles at these Jimar on the four days of 
'Eidul-Adha at Mina. 

Jamratul-'Aqabah: ly^r) One of the three stone pillars at Mina. 

The last and the greatest one. It is situated at the entrance of Mina 
from the direction of Makkah.One of the rites of Hajj is to throw peb- 
bles at these stone pillars, which represent Satan. 

Jamratul-Uld: (Jjl The first one. 

Jamratul-Wusta: ( i J^j Sj^r) The middle one. 

Jandbah: (^bJl) The state of a person after having sexual intercourse with 
his wife or after having a sexual discharge in a wet dream, whether inten- 
tional or otherwise. A person in such a state should perform Ghusl (i.e., 
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have a bath) or do Tayammum, if a bath is not possible; otherwise the per- 
son may not perform Salah (prayer) or recite or touch the Qur'an. 

Jandzah: (sjt^Jl) The Muslim funeral prayer, performed as a sign of 
respect and goodwill for a deceased Muslim, immediately prior to bur- 
ial. The prayer reminds all Muslims of their ultimate mortality, thereby 
reinforcing an ethic of righteous and God-conscious living. 

Janib: (< r ^Ji\) A good kind of date. 

Jannah: (<^Jt) Paradise, described as a place of happiness, contentment, 
and vitality. A reward for the righteous and God-conscious, who be- 
lieve in the Oneness of Allah and in all His Prophets and Messengers, 
and who follow the way of life of the Prophets. A created abode in the 
Hereafter as a blissful garden, where people live in eternal comfort and 
joy. Jannah has eight gates around it and each of these eight gates has 
eleven doors. The names of the eight gates are: 

1. Babul-Iman (OL^I V L). 2. Babul- Jihad (il^JI V L). 3. Babul-Kazminal- 
Ghayz (JiJJl ^1*31 ^L). 4. Babur-Rayyan (jlji 5. Babur-Radin (^L 
• JT j>\J>\), 6. Babus-Sadaqah^-uJl ^l). 7. Babut-Tawbah (a^JI ^l). 8. 
Babus-Salat ^L), A dweller of Paradise is called a Jannati, 

Al-Jarhu wat-Ta'dil: (JjJuJI j ^y^\) The Science of Validation of Ahadith, 
validation or invalidation. 

Jdriyah: (V>UJl) Bondmaid, a female bond servant. 

Jazakalldhu khayran: (t^- ^yr) This is a statement of thanks and 
appreciation to be said to the person who does a favor. Instead of say- 
ing thanks (Shukran), the Islamic statement of thanks is to say this 
phrase. Its meaning is: May Allah reward you for the good. It is under- 
stood that human beings can't repay one another enough. Hence, it is 
better to request Almighty Allah to reward the person who did a favor 
and to give him the best. 

JVah: (<**Jl) Beer. A drink made from barley and wheat. 

JibrU or Jibra'il: (J^^/Jd^r) (Gabriel) Muslims believe that angels are 
among God's many creations. He is believed to be one of the most im- 
portant angels, as he was reponsible for transmitting God's Divine re- 
velations to all of the human Prophets, ending with Muhammad 
Due to his special role in bridging the divine and human realms, he is 
referred to in the Qur'an as a Spirit (Ruh) from God. 

Jibt: (o~?Jl) It signifies a thing devoid of any true basis and bereft of 
usefulness. In Islamic terminology the various forms of sorcery, divina- 
tion and soothsaying, in short, all superstitions are called Jibt. 
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Jihad: (^1^>J0 The word literally means 'to strive' or Ho exert to the 
utmost.' It is an Arabic word the root of which is Jahada, which means 
to strive for a better way of life. The nouns are Juhd, Mujahid, Jihad, 
and Ijtihad. The other meanings are: struggle, endeavor, strain, exer- 
tion, effort, diligence, fighting to defend one's life, land, and religion. 
Usually understood in terms of personal betterment, Jihad remained a 
highly nuanced concept, it should not be confused with Holy War, a 
common misrepresentation, the latter does not exist in Islam nor will 
Islam allow its followers to be involved in a Holy War. The latter re- 
fers only to the Holy War of the Crusaders. Jihad is not a war to force 
the faith on others, as many people think of it. It should never be in- 
terpreted as a way of compulsion of the belief on others, since there is 
an explicit Verse in the Qur'an that says: "There is no compulsion in 
religion."(Qur'an: Al-Baqarah 2:256). Jihad is not a defensive war only, 
but a war against any unjust regime, or any evil that is rampant in the 
society. If such a regime or a group exists that is spreading disinforma- 
tion, and by that creating the chaos, a war is to be waged against the 
leaders, but not against the people to stop it. People should be freed 
from the unjust regimes and influences so that they can freely choose 
to believe in Ailah and worshipping Him. Not only in peace but also in 
war, Islam prohibits terrorism, kidnapping, and hijacking, when carried 
against civilians. Whoever commits such violations is considered a mur- 
derer in Islam, and is to be punished by the Islamic state. During de- 
fensive wars, Islam prohibits Muslim soldiers from harming civilians, 
women, children, elderly, and the religious men like priests and rabbis. 
It also prohibits cutting down trees and destroying civilian construc- 
tions. In short, any cruelty or unjust practice with the enemies is also 
prohibited in Islam, in fact introducing the highest human rights first 
time before the world. 

Jilbdb: (^LUJl) (pi. Jalabib) It is a long loose fitting garment worn by the 
Arabs as an overgarment or outer garment or outer covering. 

Jimdr: (jU>Jl) See Jamrah. 

Jinn: (^>Jl) A creation, created by Allah from fire, like human beings 
from mud, and angels from light. Like man, a Divine Message has also 
been addressed to them and they too have been endowed with the ca- 
pacity, again like man, to choose between good and evil, between obe- 
dience and disobedience to God. See Surah 72 of the Noble Qur'an. 
These are spiritual beings that inhabit the world and are required to 
follow the orders of Allah and are accountable for their deeds. They 
can be good or bad, just like people. The word Jinn in Arabic means 
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hidden, which indicates that they are invisible creatures. It is said that 
they take on different shapes and forms. Occasionally they involve 
themselves in the lives of human beings, causing confusion and fright, 
though not all jinns are believed to be malevolent. 

JVrdnah: (£lyc>Jl) A place, few miles from Makkah. The Prophet $$ } 
distributed the war booty of the battle of Hunayn there, and from 
there he assumed the state of Ihram to perform 'Umrah. 

Jirdr: G>ly*Jl) (Also called Qullah - iUJl) A large drinking water container 
like a barrel whose size the scholars differ over, from five to fifty water 
skins (Qirbahs - 4^ l). 

Jizyah: Head tax or poll tax. A uniform tax or surcharge imposed 

upon every person or every adult in a specific group, as on those entering 
or leaving a country or using a particular service or conveyance. Tax im- 
posed by Islam on all non-Muslims living in an Islamic government in lieu 
of the guarantee of security and protection provided to them as the Dhim- 
mis (Protected People) of an Islamic state, and their exemption from mili- 
tary service and payment of Zakah or other taxes imposed on Muslims, 
they should pay this tax to compensate. If the State cannot protect those 
who paid Jizyah, then the amount they paid is returned to them.Jizyah 
symbolizes the submission of the non-Muslims to the suzerainty of Islam. 
(See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. A.Ahadith No. 384, 385 and 386) 

Jubbah: A cloak, outer garment. 

Al-Jubdr: (jL^Jl) Bloodshed with impunity (exemption), i.e., without 
liability. 

Juhfah: The Miqat of the people of Sham. 

Jumu'ah: (i*^Jl) Friday, the Muslims' day of gathering, when all Muslim 
males must go to the mosque to hear the Friday Khutbah (sermon) 
and to offer the Jumu'ah congregational prayer, instead of Zuhr pray- 
er. On this special day, Muslims make an extra effort to go to the main 
mosque of the vicinity with their fellow Muslim brothers. Also Surah 
62 of the Noble Qur'an. 

Jumu'ah Masjid: (^-UJl j**~J) Refers to the mosque in which Jumu'ah 
prayer is offered.. It is generally the main mosque in a town or city. 

Junub: A person who is in a state of Janabah . means to be in a 

state of ceremonial impurity or defilement. A male becomes Junub on 
having sexual intercourse or simply on the emission of semen in sleep 
or otherwise. A female also becomes Junub as a result of sexual inter- 
course as well as when she is menstruating or having postnatal bleed- 
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ing. These are the general causes of Janabah, which is also referred to 
in the books of jurisprudence as Hadath Akbar. A full bath is required 
for a Junub to receive purification or Taharah, without which a man or 
woman is not allowed to touch or read the Qur'an, enter the mosque 
or offer the prayers. In the absence of water, however, one is allowed 
to resort to Tayammum (dry ablution). It substitutes for both, a full 
bath (Ghusl) and ablution (Wudu'). 

Juyiib: Bosom or breast. 

Juz y : (*j>^\) Collection of Ahadith handed over by a single individual, a 
Companion, a Successor or a succeeder 

Ka'bah: (v*£M) The first house of worship built for mankind as the first 
building dedicated to the worship of the One God. The Ka'bah is an empty 
cube-shaped stone building whose foundations were built by the angels 
and originally built by Adam and later on reconstructed by Prophet Abra- 
ham and his son, Prophet Ishmael about 4,000 years ago. It was rebuilt 
with the help of Prophet Muhammad and is covered by a black and 
gold cloth embroidered with Verses from the Qur'an. It is located within 
the court of the Sacred Mosque (Al-Masjidul-Haram) at Makkah, it is the 
most sacred place in Islam and commonly referred to as the 'House of Al- 
lah/ It is the focal point towards which Muslims all over the world face in 
their five daily prayers. Pilgrims at Makkah are supposed to circumambu- 
late the Ka'bah. The Ka'bah contains the sacred Black Stone. 

Al-Kabd'ir; (jSLSJl) The biggest sins, such as polytheism, murder, illegal 
sex, usury, theft, etc. 

Kabsh: Ram, a male sheep. 

Kafan: (j&fy The shroud for the dead. 

Kafdlah: (*} U5CJ l) The pledge given by somebody to a creditor to 
guarantee that the debtor will be present at a certain specific place to 
pay his debt or fine, or to undergo a punishment etc. 

Kaffdrah: (sjU&l) Expiation for any loss, injury, lack of services, etc., also 
an expiation or atonement for a missed or wrongly practiced obligatory 
religious act, it is usually in the form of money or foodstuff or a sacri- 
fice of an animal to free oneself from the consequences of sin (term 
specially used regarding the non-fulfillment of a pledge). 

Kafll: (J-j&JI) A person providing surety, or a guarantor. 

Kafir: It signifies one who denies or rejects the truth. A person 

who disbelieves in Allah, His Messengers, all the angels, all the holy 
Books, Day of Resurrection and in the Qadar (Divine Preordain- 
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ments). It also refers to one who does not believe in Muhammad as 
the final Messenger of Allah. 

Kdfiir (jjil53l) Literally means camphor. It is a special heavenly perfume 
that will be mixed with non-intoxicating, pure wine and be given to the 
righteous in the Hereafter. See the Holy Qur'an, Al-Insan (76:5). 

Kaldlah: (<J^i) One who leaves behind no heir. According to some 
scholars, it refers to those who die leaving neither any issue nor father 
nor grandfather. According to others, it refers to those who die without 
any issue (regardless of whether they are succeeded by father or grand- 
father). 

Kaldm: Talk or speech; has also been used through the ages to 

mean logic or philosophy. 

Kaldm Majid: (-u>^> ^y6) Refers to the Noble Qur'an, the Message of God. 

Kalimah: Refers to the basic tenet of Islam, i.e., bearing witness 

that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and that Mu- 
hammad is tbr Messenger of Allah. 

KaUa: (Ji^O Poor dependents and a debt. 

Kanz: Hoaided up gold, silver and money, the Zakat of which has 

not been paid. (See trie Qur'an 9:34). 

Kardmdt: (o^i/H) \sing. Karamah) Literally means a miracle. But in 
Islam it refers ;o miracles performed by saints and other pious slaves 
of Allah. These mvacles are performed only by the will of Allah. Saints 
cannot perform any miracles of their own accord. 

Kasafat: (c~w) An Arabic verb meaning 'eclipsed', used for a solar 
eclipse: Ash-Shainsu Kasafat (the sun eclipsed). 

Kashf: (^.Lt<}\) Literally means 'manifestation'. 

Katam: (^1) A plant used for dyeing hair (Wasmah). 

Al-Kawthar: A sacred fountain in Jannah (Paradise). It is the 

source of all the four rivers of Jannah, and feeds the Hawd of Prophet 
Muhammad which is at the end of the Siraaii-Mustaqim. It is a gift 
from Allah to the Prophet #g to quench the thirst of true believers. 
(See Hawd Kawthar). Also the name of Surah No. 10b'. 

Khabdl: (JUJl) The (mire of) pus or sweat of the people of Hell. 

Khabat: (Ja^Jl) The leaves of a thorny desert in- v 

Khadhf: (.JA^Jl) The act of throwing small pebbles ([ike in Ramy). 

Khadirah: (ojJ&-) A kind of vegetation. 
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Khaybar: A well-known town in the north of Al-Madinah on the 

road to Syria. 

Khayf: (<J*~^) A valley. 

Khalds: A condition stipulating that the seller will deliver the 

product when it comes into his possession. 

Khilfah: (<iUJl) Pregnant she-camels those are halfway through their 
pregnancy. 

Khalifah: (iLUJl) (Caliph) The Imam or the Muslim ruler. 

Khalifah: (UJ^Jl) An Arabic term meaning 'successor/ it refers to the rightful 
successor of Prophet Muhammad ig as leader of the Ummah (worldwide 
Muslim community). The Khalifah is not a Prophet; rather, he is charged 
with upholding the rights of all citizens within an Islamic state and ensur- 
ing application of the Shari'ah (Islamic law). Another title for the Khalifah 
(caliph) is Amirul-Mu'minin meaning 'the Leader of the Believers'. In the 
political history of Islam, Khalifah became the title of the successors of the 
Prophet Muhammad $gt, notably the first four Rightly-Guided Caliphs 
known as Al-Khulafa'ur-Rashidun. The immediate successors of Prophet 
Muhammad were Abu Bakr Siddiq, 'Umar bin Khattab, 'Uthman bin 
'Affan, and 'Ali bin Abu Talib (11-35 AH, 632-655 CE). With the establish- 
ment of the Umayyad hereditary rule immediately after this, the institution 
of the Caliphate changed into monarchy. Yet the rulers called themselves 
Caliphs. Formally the institution of the Caliphate came to an end in 1924 CE 
when Kamal Ataturk of Turkey arbitrarily declared its abolition. 

Khalifah: (iLUJl) Khalifah or vicegerent is one who exercises the authority 
delegated to him by his principal, and does so in the capacity of his deputy 
and agent. Another use for this word is for humanity in general. The hu- 
man being is considered the Khalifah (representative) of Allah on earth 
according to Allah.This term has been used in the Qur'an with reference 
to man: "Just think when your Lord said to the angels: 'Lo! I am about to 
place a vicegerent on earth../" (2:30). At certain places in the Qur'an, 
Khulafa' (pi.) also means (a) people with power to mobilize all that is on 
earth (27:62); (b) successors or inheritors who will inherit the earth and 
succeed one after another (24:55; 38:26). 

Khahl: (JlWI) A close friend. The one whose love is mixed with one's 
heart and it is superior to a friend or beloved. The Prophet had 
only one Khalil, i.e., Allah, but he had many friends. 

Khaluq: (Jj^JUJl) A kind of perfume and dye made from saffron. 

Khamr: It literally means 'wine', and has been prohibited by 
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Islam. This prohibition covers everything that acts as an agent of in- 
toxication, and includes all kinds of alcoholic drinks. See Noble Qur'an, 
Al-Baqarah (2:219), Al-Ma'idah (5:93). 

AlKhamsah: (w^Jl) The five compilers of Ahadith . Abu Dawud, Nasa'i, 
Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Ahmad. 

Khamisah: A black woolen square blanket with marks on it. 

Khandaq; (Jju^Ji) It means a ditch. Generally referred to the battle of 
Khandaq. 

Khardj: (g\ yJl) Tax imposed on the revenue from land taken from non- 
Muslims to ensure their equal rights under Islamic law. 

Khardj: (^\ yJl) Zakat imposed on the yield of the land (l/10th or l/20th). 

Kharqd': (*\iy*l\) An animal with pierced ears. 

Khasafa: (Uu^-) A word meaning 'eclipsed' used for lunar eclipse: Al- 
Qamaru Khasafa (the moon eclipsed). 

Khatib: (^~kkJl) Orator, speaker. 

Khawdrij: (VjlyJl) (Kharijites or the Seceders) The people who 
dissented from the religion and disagreed with the rest of the Muslims. 
According to their belief a sinner is out of the folds of Islam. 

Khazir or Khazirah: (i t jtj>^\) A special dish prepared from ground 
meat, white flour, fat etc. 

Khibr: The agreement to Mukhabarah, i.e., selling fruit before it 

ripens. 

Khilabah : (^^UJl) Deception. See Musarrah: 

Khilafah : (^^UJl) The Muslim state or the office of the caliph. 

Khildl: This term is generally used in the act of Wudu' (ablution). It re- 
fers to the passing of fingers either through one's beard or passing of 
fingers of one hand through the fingers of the other hand, or even pas- 
sing of the little finger through the toes. 

Khimar: (jU^Jl)Headcloth, head and face veil, head cover, veil covering 
the face but leaving the eyes exposed. Any scarf like piece of cloth 
used to cover the whole head and neck and may also be used to cover 
the bosom of a woman. 

Khuff: (^Jl) (pi. Khifaf) Leather socks or slippers. 

KhuV: (^-UJl) It signifies a woman's securing the annulment of her 
marriage through the payment of some compensation like returning 
back the Mahr to her husband which he gave her. See Verse 2:229. 
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Khumrah: A small mat just sufficient for the face and the hands 

(on prostrating during prayers). 

Khums: (^-^0 It literally one fifth. One fifth of the spoils of war is 
earmarked for the struggle to exalt the Word of Allah and to help the 
orphans, the needy, the wayfarer and the Prophet's kinsmen. Since the 
Prophet devoted all his time to the cause of Islam, he was not in a 
position to earn his own living. Hence a part of Khums was allocated 
for the maintenance of the Prophet #| as well as for his family and the 
relatives dependent upon him for financial support. See Qur'an, Al-An- 
fal (8:41). 

Khushu': Q^^Jl) Submissiveness and attentiveness during the prayer 
with homage, humbleness and fear of Allah. 

Khutbah: (UaiJl) Sermon or religious talk. The weekly community 
address given by an Imam immediately prior to the Friday congrega- 
tional prayer. The address serves as a venue for leaders to share with 
members of the congregation religious insights, to discuss Islamic view- 
points on important contemporary issues, and to reinforce teachings of 
Islam. The greatest sermon in the history of mankind is called Khutba- 
tul-Wada' (the Farewell address), given by the Prophet Muhammad 
during his last Hajj in 10 AH. There are various types of sermons: 

1. Khutbatul-Jumu'ah (the Friday sermon). This is given immediately be- 
fore the Jumu'ah (Friday) prayer. 2. Khutbatul-'Eid (the 'Eid sermon). 
This is given immediately after the prayer of the two 'Eids. 3. Khutbatun- 
Nikah (the marriage sermon). This is given during the marriage ceremony. 

Khutbatun-Nikdh: (^l&Jl Ua^) A speech delivered at the time of 
concluding the marriage contract. 

Kifdyah: (h\}S) An obligatory Islamic rule. If one person performs the 
act, then it is not required for others to perform. For example, the bur- 
ial of a deceased Muslim is obligatory on any one person to perform. 

Kifl: (Ji£Jl) Share or portion, a like part. 

Ki'db: (^U£Jl) Ki'ab is plural of Ka'b and refers to bones taken from the knees 
of sheep which were used in gambling similar to dice. Dice (for playing). 

Kohl: (J>*£Jl) Antimony eye powder. 

Kufah: (ii^Jl) A city of Iraq. 

Kuffdr: (jU£l) Plural of Kafir (see Kafir). 

Kufi: (^J^) An Arabic script. Angular writing style often used for early 
hand-written copies of the Qur'an. 
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Kufr: ( The state of disbelief. Its original meaning is 'to conceal'. This 
word has been variously used in the Qur'an to denote: (1) state of absolute 
lack of faith; (2) rejection or denial of any of the essentials of Islam that 
constitute to believe in Allah, His angels, His Messengers, His revealed 
Books, the Day of Resurrection, and Al-Qadar (i.e., Divine Preordain- 
ments whatever Allah has ordained must come to pass); (3) attitude of 
ingratitude and thanklessness to Allah; and (4) non-fulfillment of certain 
basic requirements of faith. In the accepted technical sense, Kufr consists 
of rejection of the Divine guidance communicated through the Prophets 
and Messengers of God. More specifically, ever since the advent of the last 
of the Prophets and Messengers, Muhammad rejection of his teaching 
constitutes Kufr. Killing a believer also constitutes disbelief. 

Kufu': (y&}\) It means to be similar or resembling or peer. Similarity or 
equality in four things - religion, lineage, profession and freedom is re- 
garded reliable. Among these four, religion is agreed upon. Lineage is 
not proved from any true and authentic Hadith, rest of the two, profes- 
sion and freedom are admitted by all. To marry other than Kufu' is not 
prohibited, but it is better to marry in Kufu' for many reasons. 

Kunyah : (a*&\) Surname. Calling a man, O 'father of so-and-so!' Or calling 
a woman, O'mother of so-and- so!' This is a custom of the Arabs. 

Kursi: Literally a footstool or chair, and sometimes wrongly translated 

as Throne. The Kursi mentioned in this Verse should be distinguished from 
the 'Arsh (Throne) mentioned in V.7:54, 10:3, 85:15 and elsewhere. Prophet 
Muhammad s& said: "The Kursi compared to the 'Arsh is nothing but like a 
ring thrown out upon open space of the desert." If the Kursi extends over 
the entire universe, then how much greater is the 'Arsh. Indeed Allah, the 
Creator of both the Kursi and the 'Arsh, is the Most Great. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said in the chapters: a) To believe in the Kursi, b) To 
believe in the 'Arsh (Throne): 

It is narrated from Muhammad bin 'Abdullah and from other religious 
scholars that the Kursi is in front of the 'Arsh (Throne) and it is at the 
level of the Feet. (Fatawa Ibn Taymiyyah, Vol. 5, Pages 54, 55) 

Kusiif: Solar eclipse. See Kasafat. 

Labbayk: (^JU) Literally means a response to the call. 

Labbayka wa Sa'dayka: (dJL^u-j dU) I respond to Your call; I am 
obedient to Your orders. 

Laghw: (jkii\) That which is not suitable-vain talks, useless discussion and 
playfulness. 
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Ld hawla wa Id quwwata ilia billdh: (*Ul ^ Jy- N) The meaning of 

this expression is: There is no power and no strength except with Allah the 
Almighty.' This expression is read by a Muslim when he is struck by a cala- 
mity, or is taken over by a situation beyond his control. A Muslim puts his 
trust in the Hands of Allah, and submits himself to Allah. 

Lahd: (jl>JJI) Niche type of grave. 

Ldhut: (oyo^Ul) Divine. 

Ld Ildha 'illalldh; (<dil Nl aJ!^) This expression is the most important one 
in Islam. It is the creed that every person has to say to be considered a 
Muslim. It is part of the first pillar of Islam. The meaning of which is: 
'None has the right to be worshipped but Allah.' The second part of 
this first pillar is to say: 'Muhammadun Rasulullah,' which mean- 
s:Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. 

Ldt: (o^l) A chief goddess of the Thaqif tribe in Ta'if, and among the 
most famous idols in the religion of the pre-Islamic Arabia. See the 
Noble Qur'an, An-Najm (53:19).. 

Laylatul-Qadr: (jJlaJI «JuJ) The Night of Power,' concealed in one of the odd 
last ten nights of the month of fasting (i.e., Ramadan). The night on which 
the Qur'an was first revealed by Jibra'il to the Prophet Muhammad jgg in 610 
CE, during his retreat in the cave of Hira' above Makkah. Allah JU; 
describes it as better than one thousand months, and the one who worships 
Allah during it by performing optional prayers and reciting the Noble 
Qur'an, etc., will get a reward better than worshipping Him for one thou- 
sand months (i.e., 83 years and four months). Muslims commemorate this 
night, believed to be the 27th of Ramadan (though unknown for certain), 
by offering additional prayers and supplications late into the night. [See 
the Qur'an Surat 97 (V.97: 1-5)] (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 3, Hadith 
No. 231 and Chapter No. 2) 

Al-LatiJ: (^kJUi) The Subtle One Who is All-Pervading. One of the 
ninety-nine Attributes of God. The exact meaning of this word is very 
difficult to fully understand. It includes all of the following meanings: 
1. So fine that He is imperceptible to the human sight. 2. So pure that 
He is unimaginable to the human mind. 3. So kind that He is beyond 
human comprehension. 4. So gracious that He is beyond human grasp. 
5. So near that He is closer to us than our jugular veins. See the Noble 
Qur'an, Al-Hajj (22:63), Ash-Shura (42:19). 

Al-Lawh AUMahfuz: ^J^) A guarded Tablet in the Seventh 

Heaven. The Noble Qur'an was first written on the Lawh Mahfuz in its 
entirety before it was sent down to the Baytul-'Izzah in the First Heaven. 
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Li'dn: (jbJJi) Mutual cursing. Both the wife and the husband take an oath 
when he accuses her of committing illegal sexual intercourse and after it 
invoking the curse of Allah upon the liar. (Surat An-Nur, 24:6, 7, 8, 9) 

Liwd 9 : (p\ jlil) A standard, it is smaller than Rayah (5,1 flag). 

Al-Lizdm: (fl^Dl)The settlement of affairs, in the Hadith, it refers to the 
battle of Badr, which was the means of settling affairs between the 
Muslims and the pagans. 

Luqatah: (^aiUl)Any article or a thing (any document or a purse) found 
by somebody other than the owner who has lost it. 

Ma'dfin: (<j >U*) A Yemeni Burd (sheet). 

Madhhab: (^Ul) A term used in reference to a particular 'school of 
thought' in Islam. As Islam spread to new regions outside the Arabian pe- 
ninsula and new social, economic and religious issues arose, many scholars 
studied the sources of Islam to find permissible and practical solutions that 
believers could employ to address these issues. Over time, the teachings and 
thoughts of five respected scholars gained prominence, and Muslims tend to 
adhere to any one or the other school of thought of these scholars. Each 
school's opinions, while differing to some degree with the others, are con- 
sidered equally valid as a source of practical guidance for the 'lay' Muslim. 

Madhi: (^JLJl) Pre-coital fluid. A thin fluid generally released by the 
private parts of both men and women at the time of passion. 

Ma'dhur: (jjJbuJl) Literally means 'one who is excused.' In Islamic 
jurisprudence it refers to that person who has certain sickness due to 
which he is excused or exempted from certain acts. 

Al-Madinah: (o-uJl) The well-known sacred city of Saudi Arabia, where the 
Prophet's Mosque is situated, it was the first city-state that came under the 
banner of Islam. Madinah means city, and Madinatun-Nabi (the city of the 
Prophet) was the name taken by the citizens of the city formerly named 
Yathrib, often called Madinah Munawarrah - the Illuminated, or the En- 
lightened City. Tabah and Taibah were also the former names for Al-Ma- 
dinah. It became the center of the first Islamic community and political 
state after Prophet Muhammad #| migrated there from Makkah in 622 
CE. The people of Al-Madinah welcomed the persecuted Muslims of 
Makkah with open arms, establishing a sense of brotherhood and sister- 
hood viewed as a tangible ideal for Muslims today. Prophet Muhammad 
died in Al-Madinah in 632 CE and was buried in his room adjacent to 
the city's central mosque, which he established. 

Al-Madmadah: (U2^^J\) Rinsing the mouth. 
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MaghdfCr: (^JUJl) A bad smelling gum. 

Maghdzi: (jjUJO Plural of Maghza or Ghazwah (i.e., holy battle). The 
military campaigns inwhich the Prophet % himself participated. 

Maghrib: >Ji) Sunset, evening obligatory prayer, that is performed right 
after the sun sets over the horizon. It consists of three Rak'ahs and can be 
offered between just after sunset and before the stars appear in the sky. 

Mahr: (^J l) (Saddq J Iju^J l) Bridal-money given by the husband to the wife. 
It is part of the Muslim marriage contract. It can never be demanded back 
under any circumstances. Mahr signifies the amount of payment that is set- 
tled between the two spouses at the time of marriage, and which the hus- 
band is required to make to his bride. Mahr seems to symbolize the 
financial responsbility that a husband assumes towards his wife by virtue of 
entering into the contract of marriage. (Mahr Muwajjal: Deferred dower 
or dowry; MahrMu'ajjal: Immediate dower or dowry) 

Mahram: (j»^Jl) The person with whom marriage is not permissible and 
with whom strict Hijdb is not obligatory. A Mahram refers to the group of 
people who are forbidden for a woman to marry due to marital or blood 
relationships. These people include: Her permanant Mahrams due to 
blood relationship, and those seven are: her father, her son (who passed 
puberty), her brother, her uncle from her father's side, her brother's son, 
her sister's son, and her uncle from her mother's side. Her Rada' Mahrams 
due to sharing the nursing milk when she was an infant, and their status is 
similar to the permanent seven Mahrams (i.e., nothing can change their 
status). Her in-law Mahrams because of marriage and they are: her hus- 
band's father (father-in-law), her husband's son (stepson), her mother's 
husband (stepfather), and her daughter's husband. These categories of 
people, along with the woman's husband, form the group of allowable es- 
corts for a Muslim woman when she travels. 

Maytah: (i~J!) Dead meat (meat of a dead animal). 
Maysir: (^Jl) Gambling. Literally means getting something too easily 
Al-Majid: (jl^Ji) The Most Glorious. One of the ninety-nine Attributes 
of Allah. " 

Majiis: (^y^\) (Magians) Fire worshippers. These people lived mainly 
in Persia and the eastern Arabian peninsula in the pre-Islamic period 
of Ignorance. See Noble Qufm,Al-Hajj (22:17). 

Makkah: An ancient city in Saudi Arabia where Abraham and 

Ishmael built the Ka'bah. Muhammad i§, a member of the Quraysh 
tribe, which traced its lineage back to Abraham, was born in Makkah 
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in 570 CE. After migrating to Al-Madinah to further the message of 
Islam, Muhammad $M returned to Makkah in 629 CE with fellow 
Muslims to reinstitute the age-old monotheistic Hajj. In 630 CE, after 
the Quraysh violated a peace treaty, Muhammad ^ marched on 
Makkah and gained control of the city peacefully, thereafter clearing 
the Ka'bah of idols and reintegrating the city into the fold of Islam. 
Maklaik: (ii ^SUl) Weight equal to 6 Mudd or 3 kilo and 258 gram. 

Makr: (^£Jl) It signifies a secret strategy of which the victim has no inkling 
until the decisive blow is struck. Until then, the victim is under the illu- 
sion that everything is in good order. See Noble Qxxr' m,Al-Imran (3:54). 

Makruh: (sjJLJ\) Lawful or legal but Undesirable or disliked but not 
prohibited such as growing fingernails or sleeping on the stomach. Not 
doing the Makruh counts as a good deed and doing it does not count 
as a bad deed. Makruh is of two types: Makruh Tahrimi and Makruh 
Tanzihi. Makruh Tahrimi is that which has been established by a proof 
which is not absolute. The one who rejects it is regarded as a Fasiq 
(open sinner). A person who does something that falls under this cate- 
gory without any valid reason will be committing a sin and will deserve 
punishment. Makruh Tanzihi is that which if left out, will be worthy of 
reward and if carried out, will not entail any punishment. 

MaWikah: (a&%JI) (sing. Malak) Angels, a class of God's creations. 
Angels inhabit the unseen world, and constitute a group of beings who 
do God's commands and who perpetually engage in His glorification. 
Muslims believe each human being is assigned two special angels as re- 
corders - one records a person's good deeds while the other records a 
person's evil deeds. These records will be summoned on the Day of 
Judgment and each individual will be called to account for his or her 
deeds. A few angels are named in the Qur'an, such as Jibra'il (angel of 
revelation), Mika'il (angel of rain and plant), and Israfil (angel who 
sounds the horn on Judgment Day, calling all souls to account). 

Al-MaWikah: (a&MJI) Another name for Surat Fatir, Surah 35 of the 
Noble Qur'an. 

Malhamah: (^JLJl) (pi. Malahim) The Fierce Battles that will take place 
near the End Times before the coming of Dajjal. (Antichrist or False Masih). 

Mdliki: (^U) Islamic school of law founded by Imam Malik. Followers 
of this school are known as the Maliki. 

Mamluk: (.tijJLJl) A male slave. 

Mandt: (sL*) It was the chief idol worshipped by the Khuza'ah and 
Hudhail tribes. 
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Mandrah: (s^LJi) A tower-like structure, more commonly called a 
minaret, from which the Mu'adhdhin (caller to prayer) calls out thtAd- 
han (call to prayer). The minaret is usually located adjacent to the 
mosque, though for architectural reasons they may be placed at various 
places on the mosque grounds for practical as well as decorative effect. 

Mandsik: (JL-LJl) The acts of Hajj like Ihram, Tawdf of the Ka'bah and 
Say of Safa and Marwah, stay at 'Arafat, Muzdalifah and Mina, Ramy 
of Jamarat, slaughtering of Hady (animal) etc. For details, see The 
Book of Hajj and 'Umrah, Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 2-3. 

Mafton'^^LJl) Avast plateau on the outskirts of Al-Madinah. 

Mandiib: (^ jxJ) (Recommended) This category is recommended for the 
Muslim to do such as extra prayers after Zuhr and Maghrib prayers. 
Doing the Mandub counts as a good deed and not doing it does not 
count as a bad deed or a sin. 

Mam: (,>Jl) Semen or sperm. 

Manihah: (pL Mana'ih) A sort of gift in the form of a she-camel 

or a sheep that is given to somebody temporarily so that its milk may 
be used and then the animal is returned to its owner. 

Mann: (jJl) The Divine food sent to Israelites from heaven. It was in 
the form of sweet grains. A small round thing, as small as the hoar 
frost on the ground. It usually rotted if left over till next day; it melted 
in the hot sun; they used to eat it according to their necessity. It is also 
said that the actual manna found to this day in the Senai region is a 
gummy saccharine secretion found on a species of Tamarisk. Some say 
it was truffles while some say mushrooms. 

Manndn: (jLJl) The one who reminds others of what he has given to 
them. 

Manzil: (J>J0 (pi. Manazil) Portion. There are seven Manazil in Quran 
to be recited over seven days. The last Manzil nicknamed as Mufassal. 
or Hizbul-Mufassal. 

Maqdm Ibrahim: {^\ y\ fU*) The Station of Ibrahim or the standing 
place of Ibrahim, a place near the Ka'bah, where there is a stone bear- 
ing the footprint of Prophet Ibrahim ^ on which Abraham stood 
while he and Ishmael W> were building the Ka'bah. 

Maqdm Mahmud: (.sj^^Jl ^ UJl) The highest place in Paradise, which will 
be granted to Prophet Muhammad and none else. 

Mdriqah: (<SjLJl) (Passers through) One of the Khawarij sect, so named 
because they had strayed away from the true faith. 
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Ma'ruf: (J*j y^\) It refers to the conduct that is reckoned fair and 
equitable by the generality of disinterested people. 

Marwah: (ij Granite, a sharp-edged stone. Ibn Hajar says in Hadyus- 
Sari that Marwah is a sharp stone after which the mountain across from 
Safa was named. A mound near the Ka'bah that is referred to in the 
Qur'an as one of the symbols of Allah. It is in conjuction with Safa. 
Now it is a remnant of a mountain in Makkah. 

Maryam: Mary, the mother of Jesus. Maryam is considered by 

Muslims to be the most favored of women to God, for her chastity, piety 
and dedication. Muslims believe she miraculously bore Prophet Jesus ^ 
in her womb and gave birth to him, while remaining a chaste virgin. The 
fact that an entire chapter of the Qur'an is titled Maryam indicates that 
the lessons of her life are extremely important for Muslims. 

Mas'alah: (*k~Jl) Literally means an issue, problem or question. In 
Islamic jurisprudence, it refers to a rule, or regulation. The plural of 
Mas'alah is Masa'il. 

Mash: (^Jl) The act of passing of wet hands over a particular part of 
the body. 

Ma shd' Allah: (<Ul U) An Arabic sentence meaning literally, 'What 
Allah wishes,' and it indicates a good omen. 

Mash'ar: (yc^Jl) Shrine. A place appointed for sacred rites. 

Al-Mash 'arul-Hardm: (^l ^Jl yjL^\) The boundary of Al-Masjid Al-Haram 
in * akkah. It is prohibited to kill any game, to damage any plant or 
tree, or to act in any manner that will violate the sanctity of the Sacred 
Mosque. 

Mashrubah: (iyuJl) Attic room, something of a room or space just 
below the roof to be used for storage. 

Al-Masih Ad-Dajjdl: (JU-jJI ^™Jl) The lying christ. The anti-christ which 
Prophet Muhammad said would appear before the Day of Resurrection. 

Masjid: (o>^J!) (pi. Masajid) Mosque. A term meaning 'place of 
prostration,' Masjid designates a building where Muslims congregate 
for communal worship. The term comes from the same Arabic root as 
the word Sujud (prostrations), designating the important worship posi- 
tion in which Muslims touch their forehead to the ground. Often, the 
French word mosque is used interchangeably with Masjid, though the 
latter term is preferred by Muslims. The Masjid also serves various so- 
cial, educational, and religious purposes. There are three sacred Masa- 
jid in the world, which Muslims hope to visit and pray within 
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Masjid Aqsd: The 'Furthest Mosque' built by the early 

Muslims in Al-Quds in Jerusalem, on or near where the Temple of So- 
lomon once stood. It is the third sacred mosque of the Muslims. See 
Baytul-Maqdis . 

Al-Masjidul-Hardm: (fl>>Jl o^Jl) (The Inviolable Mosque). The Grand 
Masjid in Makkah. The Ka'bah (the Qiblah of the Muslims) is situated 
within it. It is the first sacred mosque of the Muslims. 

Masjid Nabawi: (^^Jl J^*Jl) Another name for the Masjidur-Rasul in 
Al-Madinah. The body of the Prophet #t is buried there. It is the 
second sacred mosque of the Muslims. 

Masjid Shajarah: {} y>J^\ o>*^) A mosque outside Al-Madinah, where 
most of the Hajis go for wearing Ihrdm; a Mtqat. 

Matdf: (olkJl) Area of Tawdf. 

Mathdni: (^luJl) The oft-repeated Verses of the Qur'an, and that is 
Surat Al-Fdtihah, recited repeatedly in the prayer. 

Ma'thurah: (s^lJl) Custom. 

Mawld: (J>J0 Literally means protector, and a person of slave origin who 
does not have tribal protection. Allah describes Himself as the Mawld or 
the Lord (Allah) of the believers. Mawld is a word with dual meaning, and 
can mean either master or slave. It may also be considered as friend, re- 
lative, cousin, son of paternal uncle, ally, supporter, etc. It is also the term 
used to describe a freed slave who remains as part of the family. 

Mawldya: (^V y) My lord, my master (an expression used when a slave 
addresses his master (also used for freed slave). Also a form of address 
to a ruler implying protector. 

Mawquahah: (siy^Jl) An animal beaten to death with a stick, a stone or 
the like without proper slaughtering. 

Mawdli: {J\y^\) Non-Arabs and originally former slaves. 

Mawdqfi: (c-il^Jl) See Miqdt. 

Maydthir: (yLJl) (pi. of Mitharah) Red silk cushions stuffed with cotton 
that were placed under the rider on the saddle. 

Mayyit: (o~*) A corpse, dead body of a human being 

Mazhar: (^kJl) A symbol, apparently a finite thing that points toward 
something unbounded and indescribable. The knowledge conveyed by 
the symbol cannot be apprehended in any other way, nor can the sym- 
bol ever be explained once and for all. Its true meaning becomes 
known via visible manifestation of anything associated. 
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Mihjan: ( i y>^J\) A walking stick with a bent handle. 

Mihrdb: (^1 A niche in the wall of a mosque that indicates the 
place of standing of the Imam, and the Qiblah, the direction of Ka'bah, 
towards which all Muslims turn during the formal worship. Architectu- 
rally, the Mihrdb serves to amplify the voice of the Imam as he leads 
the worshippers in prayer. 

Mijannah: (£^Jl) A place at Makkah. 

Mfldd; (^^UJl) Literally means 'birth, birthday.' In this context it refers to 
the birthday celebrations held in respect for the Prophet #|. In most 
cases these celebrations are innovations which are accompanied by 
many other evils. 

Millah: (4JLJ1) See Ummah. 

Mind: (j^) A plain five miles from Makkah and approximately ten miles 
from 'Arafat within the bounds of the Hardm (sanctuary) of Makkah. 
During the Hajj the pilgrims pass the night between the eighth and 
ninth day, before proceeding to 'Arafat on the ninth day. An essential 
place to visit during the Hajj. 

Minbar: G*uJl) Steps with a pulpit on which the Imam stands to deliver 
the Khutbah (sermon or address). 

Miqdt: (oliJI) (pi. Mawaqit) The appointed places specified by the 
Prophet #| for entering the state of Ihrdm (consecration) before 
entering Makkah when intending to perforin 'Umrah or Hajj. 

Mi'rdd: ( U J>\ y^J\) A hunting instrument, part of which has a sharp-edged 
piece of wood, or a piece of wood with a sharp piece of iron attached 
to it. It is sometimes referred to as a hunting adze. 

MVrdj: (^\y^\) Literally means 'ascension'. In Islam it refers to the 
Night Journey of the Prophet from Makkah to Jerusalem and then 
the Ascention through the realms of the seven heavens wherein he 
communicated with Allah. (See Hadith No. 345, Vol. 1, Hadith No. 
429, vol. 4 and Ahddith No. 345, Vol. 1, 227, Vol. 5, Sahih Al-Bukhan) 
[Also see (V. 53:12, 17:1) the Qur'an] See also Isra' and Mi'raj. 

Mirbad: (o^l) A place where dates are dried, also said for a small 
enclosure for animals. 

Mirt: (i^O (P^ Muritt) A sheet of wool or silk to wrap around. 

Miskin: (j^SL^Jl) (pi. Masakiri) The word denotes helplessness, 
destitution. Thus Masakin are those who are in greater distress than 
the ordinary poor people. Explaining this word the Prophet 
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declared that Masdkin are those who cannot make both ends meet, 
who face acute hardship and yet whose sense of self-respect prevents 
them from asking for aid from others and whose outward demeanor 
fails to create the impression that they are deserving of help. 

Misr: (yu) Egypt. 

Miswdk: (iil^^Jl) A thin stick or twig made of Arak-tree roots that is 
used to clean the teeth. 

M&harah: (s J^\) See Mayathir. 

Mithqdl: (jUuJl) A special kind of weight (equals 4 2/7 grams approx., 
used for weighing gold). It may be less or more. (20 Mithqdl = 94 
grams approx.) 

Mizr: G>Jl) Beer. 

Mu'adhdhin: (jijjl) A call-maker who pronounces the Adhdn (call to 
prayer) loudly from a minaret or other suitable location near a mosque 
prior to the five daily worship times calling people to come and per- 
form the prayer. The Mu'adhdhin may also perform other duties, such 
as reciting the Qur'an while worshippers assemble at the mosque and 
perform the Wudu y (ritual washing, ablution) a few minutes prior to 
commencement of congregational worship. 

Mu'dhad: (jlaUJI) Protected. A non-Muslim who has a treaty with the 
Muslims, or is living under Muslim protection. Technically, it refers to 
the People of the Scripture who have been promised protection by the 
Muslim state. It is similar to Dhimmi. 

Mu'allafatul-Qulub: (^>j&\ ^J>) New Muslims who were given Sadaqah 
by the Prophet #| to keep them firm in the fold of Islam. 

Mu'arras: A place nearer to Mina than Ash-Shajarah. 

Mu'dmalah: (aLUJi) (pi. Mu'dmaldt) A term used for a transaction, 
dealing or an agreement wherein some money or other type of wealth 
is involved. 

Mu'an'an: (^*^Jl) Those Ahddith in which narrator relates the text using 
the preposition 'an. 

Mu'aqqadah: (sjuuJi) It is an oath that a person swears to express his 
determination and definite intention to do something in future. The expia- 
tion becomes obligatory for breaking this oath. The expiation for this oath 
is to feed ten poor persons, or to clothe them or to set a slave free. 

Mu'asfar: (yL^Jl) Garments lightly died with safflower-almost orange 
color. 
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Mu'dsharah: (s^UJl) Literally means society. In Islamic terminology, it 
refers to one's social relationships and social dealings. 

Mu'attilah: (iUa*Jl) This sect does not believe in the primacy of Allah's 
Attributes. 

Mu'awwidhdt: (ol-> ^*Jl) The last three Surahs of the Qur'an. 

Mu'awwidhatdn or Mu'awwidhatayn: (jJi^*JI j\ jUi^cJl) i.e., Surat Al- 
Falaq (113) and Surat An-Nas (114).. 

Mubdh: (^UJl) Things or acts Permissible or allowed in Islamic law. This 
category is left undecided for the person, such as eating apples or or- 
anges. Doing or not doing the Mubdh does not count as a good or bad 
deed. 

Mubashshirdt: (olyt^Jl) Heralds. Glad tidings. True dreams that are a 
part of prophethood. [See the F.N. of (V. 10:64), Sahih Al-Bukhari, 
Vol. 9,HadithNo. 119]. 

Mubiqdt: (oU^Jl) Great destructive sins. 

Muddbarah: (s^IjuJI) An animal with the sides of its ears cut off. 

Mudabbar: (^-uJl) A slave who is promised by his master to be 
manumitted after the latter's death. 

Muddrabah: (<^UlJi) (Sleeping partnership or limited partnership) An 
agreement between two or more persons whereby one or more of them 
provide finance, while the other(s) provide enterpreneurship and man- 
agement to carry on any business venture whether trade, industry or 
service with the objective of earning profits. The profit is shared in an 
agreed proportion. The loss is borne by the financiers only in propor- 
tion to their share in the total capital. 

Muddrib: (^jL^Jl) The partner who provides entrepreneurship and 
management in a Muddrabah agreement, i.e., the one who contributed 
his labor to the partnership. 

Mudd: (juJI) A dry measure of two thirds of a kilogram (approx.). It may 
be less or more. Sd' equals 4 Mudds (3 kilograms approx.). 

Mufaddamah: (ioJuUl) Garments deeply dyed with safflower-almost red 
color. 

Mufassal or Mufassaldt: (^>^aU\ /\ J,^.j.Jl) The shorter Surahs starting 
from Qdf to the end of the Noble Qur'an (i.e., from No. 50 to the end 
of the Qur'an 114). 

Mufdttaqah: (^tUJl) A mixture of sugarcane, molasses, sesame and 
fenugreek. 
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Mufdwadah: (L^jUJl) A basic contract of partnership based on Wakalah 
and Kafdlah. It requires full commitment from the partners. In order to 
achieve this purpose, the partners must try to maintain equality in the 
capital, labor, liability and the legal capacity and also declare each 
partner to be a surety for the other. 

Mufti: (jaJl) One who issues verdicts. 

Muhaddith: (^a>~Ji) (pi. Muhaddithin) An Islamic scholar of Hadith 
(sayings and traditions of the Prophet Muhammad ^g). 

Muhaffalah: (iLi^Jl) Animals that have not been milked. See Musarrat 

Muhdjir: (yr-L^Jl) A person who does Hijrah (emigration). Anyone of the 
early Muslims who had migrated from any place to Al-Madinah in the life- 
time of the Prophet before the conquest of Makkah and also the one 
who emigrates for the sake of Allah and Islam and also the one who quits 
all those things which Allah has forbidden. According to a Hadith, Muhdjir 
is the one who forsakes mistakes and sins. (Ibn Mdjah: 3934) 

Muhallal lahu: (J JJL>«Jl) The first husband for whom another man 
marries his divorced wife in order to divorce her so that the first hus- 
band can marry her again. 

Muhallil: (JJU-JI) The man who marries a woman in order to divorce her 
so that she can go back to her first husband. 

Muhammad: (ju«) The one who is much praised, the last Messenger 
Muhammad The Prophet and righteous person believed by Muslims to 
be the final Messenger of God, whose predecessors are believed to include 
the Prophets Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Jesus and others. 
Born in 570 CE, Muhammad H grew up to become a well-respected 
member of Makkan society. In 610 C.E., he received the first of many re- 
velations that would eventually form the content of the Qur'an. Soon after 
this initial event, he was conferred prophethood and began calling people 
to righteousness and belief in One God. Muhammad died in 632 CE, 
after successfully (re)establishing the religion known as Islam and provid- 
ing Muslims with a model for ideal human behavior. 

Muhdqalah: (aI5U^J1) Renting land in return for one third or one quarter 
of the produce. This term is mostly used concerning cultivation. 

Muharram: (^^Jl) An act that is strictly forbidden in Islam. 

Muharram: (j^-Jl) The first month of the Islamic calendar. Also called 
the month of Allah. 

Muhassab: (^^a^Jl) (See Abtah) A valley outside Makkah on way to 
Mina, sometimes called Khayf Bani Kinanah. 
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Muhassar: (jL>£) A place between Mina and Muzdalifah to make hurry 
while passing it. At this place the army of Abrahah was destroyed. It is 
said to be a place of satans. 

Muhdath: (^j^S) Innovation. 

Muhdith: (o^) An innovator of heresy. 

Muhkam: (^*iC>~Jl) Qur'anic Verses the orders of which are not cancelled 
(abrogated), non-allegorical and are clear. 

Muhrim: (^^Jl) One who enters into the consecration state of Ihram. 
for the purpose of performing the Hajj or Vmrah. 

Muhrimah: (^.^Jl) A female who assumes Ihram. 

Muhsan: (^^wJl) One who is married. 

Muhsandt: (oLs^^Jl) It means 'protected women'. It has been used in 
the Qur'an in two different meanings. First, it has been used in the 
sense of 'married women', that is, those who enjoy the protection of 
their husbands. Second, it has been used in the sense of those who en- 
joy the protection of families as opposed to slave-girls. 

Muhsar: (^>~Jl) A Muhrim who intends to perform the Hajj or Vmrah 
but cannot because of some obstacle. 

Mujdhid: (jlaUJi) (pi. Mujahidin) One who takes an active part in Jihad and 
fights for Islam. A Muslim fighter. The opposite of Qd'idin. See Jihad. 

Mujazziz: (jyr-Jl) AQaif: a learned man who reads the foot and hand marks. 

Mu'jizah: (s^uJl) Literally means a miracle. In Islam it refers to 
miracles performed by Prophets. Prophets do not perform miracles out 
of their own accord but through the direction and will of Allah. 

Mu'jam: ( (t ^*Jl) Collection of Ahadith alphabetically arranged by the 
names of the traditionist irrespective of subject matter 

Mujtahid: (ju^Jl) (pi. Mujtahidun) Independent religious scholar, a 
specialist on the deduction of the Islamic rules who do not follow religious 
opinions except from four major sources: the Qur'an, Hadith, conscience 
of the community from all over the Muslim world, and reasoning. 

Mukdtab: (^JlSUl) A slave (male or female) who binds himself (or 
herself) under a contract of manumission to pay a certain ransom for 
his (or her) freedom. 

Mukhdbarah: (s^l^Jl) Selling fruit before it ripens. Some say it is leasing 
the land for cultivation, while the owner will get whatever is produced 
from one area of it, and another area is for the cultivator. Ibn Hajar 
says Mukhdbarah refers to sharecropping when the seeds are supplied 



Glossary of Islamic Terms 



502 



by the cultivator, while Muzara'ah refers to sharecropping when the 
seeds are supplied by the owner of the land. 

Mukhddarah: (s^U^Jl) The buying of a raw crop before it is ready to be 
reaped is Mukhddarah. 

Mukhadram: (f^^Jl) (pi. Mukhadramun) A person who became a 

Muslim during the Prophet's lifetime but did not see him. 
Muld'anah: (£j>%Jl) The act of performing LVan. 
Mulabbadah: (sjCLJI) Cloak made from a thick patched sheet. 

Muldmasah: (^%Jl) Muldmasah is a buy for prefixed price with closed 
eyes or in darkness just by the first touch of hand. For instance, a man 
goes to a cloth merchant and proposes him to buy a roll of cloth for a 
prefixed price on the condition that he will close his eyes and will go to 
touch the rolls, whatever the roll will come under his first touch, he 
will have it. This kind of trade is prohibited. It is also called Limds. 

Mulhid: (j^JuJI) Atheist, one who denies the existence of God. 

Mulhidun: (jjj^JuJl) Heretical, unorthodox, one relating to or 
characterized by departure from accepted beliefs or standards. 

MuUazam: (f jdJl) The area between the Black Stone and the door of the 
Ka'bah where it is recommended to make supplications. 

Mu'min: (^>J0 A person who has deep faith in Allah and is a righteous 
and obedient slave of Allah. 

Mundbadhah: (sJuLJl) The sale by Mundbadhah is like gambling: Two 
persons may agree to barter one thing for another without seeing or 
checking either of them. One may say to another, "I barter my garment 
for your garment/' and the sale is achieved without either of them see- 
ing the garment of the other. Or one may say, "I give you what I have 
and you give me what you have," and thus they buy from each other 
without knowing how much each has had. 

Mundfiq: (jiLJl) Hypocrite, a person who puts on a false appearance of 
virtue or religion. One whose external appearance is of a Muslim, peo- 
ple see him praying, fasting, etc., but whose inner reality conceals his 
Kufr (disbelief). (See Al-Baqarah 2:8-23). A Mundfiq is more dangerous 
and worse than a Kafir. 

Munkar wa Nakir: (^ j Jc^) The names of the two angels who question 
the dead in the graves. 

Muqdbalah: (^LUJl) The animal whose ears have been severed. 

MuqaUid: (jULaJI) A follower of a qualified specialist on religious matters. 
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Muqdradah: (U> jUJI) Another name for Mudarabah used by the Malikis. It 
has two explanations: a) To lend money or something to someone, b) To be a 
partner, i.e., one person invests money and the other does practical work and 
the profit is shared between the two according to the agreed percentage. 

Muqarrabun: ( j y tJ kJ\) Literally means, 'those who have been brought near.' 
On the Day of Resurrection, Allah e will sort out the good and the evil into 
three groups: 1. Muqarrabun - the exalted class, those who will be nearest 
to Allah. Also described as the Sabiqun, meaning 'those who outstrip the 
rest.' 2. Ashabul-Maymanah - literally means, 'the Companions of the 
Right.' The righteous people destined to enter Paradise. 3. Ashdbul-Ma- 
sh'amah - literally, 'the Companions of the Left.' These will be the in- 
heritors of Hell-fire. SttAl-Waqi'ah (56:11-56). 

Al-Muqatta'dt: (oUkaJl) The initial abbreviated letters prefixed to certain 
Surahs of the Qur'an. 

Muqayyar: (^-iJl) A name of a pot with a coating of tar or pitch in which 
alcoholic drinks used to be prepared. 

Murdbit: (i^l^Jl) A person who is on the road spreading Islam. 

MurjVah: (ax^-^J!) (Also called the people of Irja\) The MurjVah sect has 
the belief that Iman (faith) concerns with words only, it has no link as 
far as deeds are concerned. 

Murtad: (-C^Jl) Apostate, One who commits apostasy, renunciation of a 
religious faith or the abandonment of the previous loyalty. 

Musa: {^y>) Moses, an eminent Prophet in Islam mentioned in the Qur'an 
and the Old Testament. The Qur'an contains accounts similar to those in 
the Hebrew Bible regarding Moses' early life and upbringing. Muslims be- 
lieve Moses was chosen as a Prophet by God, and his mission was to call 
Pharoah and the Egyptians to believe in One God and cease oppression of 
the Hebrew people. Muslims believe the Torah, a Divine scripture, was 
given to Moses as a guidance for those who heeded his leadership. 

Mustad'afin: (jJ*jc~»*S\) Weak and oppressed persons. 

Musaddiq: (JjuxJI) The person discharging voluntary charity. 

Musalld: ( l5 LaJi) A praying place. 

Musalli: (JLaJi) One who is offering the prayer. 

Musannaf: {^k.^ JQ More comprehensive collection of Ahadith divided 
into books and chapters. 

Musdqdt: (slSL^Jl) Watering and doing watchman's job in the fields or 
gardens and sharing the produce or cultivating the land and sharing the 
produce with the owner is called Musdqdt. This is also called Muzdra'ah 
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The difference between Musaqat and Muzara'ah is that the 
first mentioned is for grains and the last mentioned is for fruit trees. 

Musarrat or Muhaffalah or Khildbah: (^}UJl J\ UA>^J! j! Such 
she-camels and sheep whose udders are bind to avoid milking them for 
two or three days to sell them for a higher price as buyer thinks that 
they deliver great amount of milk. 

Mushabbihah: (^JUiQ (Anthropomorphist) Those who ascribe human 
characteristics to Almighty Allah. 

Mushaf: (<J^aJ\) A copy of the Qur'an. 

Mushdwarah: (SjjL^Jl) It means consultation. 

Mushrik: (JyuJl) (pi. Mushrikin or Mushrikun) A polytheist, pagan or 
idolater. A person who ascribes partners to Allah. Someone who offers 
his adoration to anything besides the one God. Hence, polytheists and 
idolators are associators. However, on a more subtle level, anyone who 
adores God with an impure love is an associator too. 

Musinnah: (al^Ji) A female three-year-old cattle, cow or ox (entered its 
third year). (Also Thaniy or Thaniyyah, those having two teeth.) 

Muslim: (jJL-Jl) A person who accepts Islam as his or her way of life. Literally 
(and in the broadest sense), the term means 'one who submits to God.' More 
commonly, the term describes any person who accepts the creed and the 
teachings of Islam. The word 'Muhammadan' is a pejorative and offensive 
misnomer, as it violates Muslims' most basic understanding of their creed- 
Muslims do not worship Muhammad, nor do they view him as the founder of 
the religion. The word 'Moslem' is also incorrect, since it is a corruption of 
the word 'Muslim.' Muslim is the one who believes in Allah, His Prophets, 
His Books, the Day of Resurrection (Qiydmah), recites the Kalimah, and ac- 
cepts the commandments of Allah and His Prophet $g as the Truth. 

Musnad: (ju~~J1) Collection of Ahadith with complete chains. 

Musattd: (JUzJl) The place where the 'Eid prayer is performed. 

Mustadrak: (Jj-u—Jl) Collection of Ahadith a compiler collected according 
to the conditions of a former compiler but that were missed by him. 

Mustahabb: (y^-^Jl) An act in Islam that is Desirable, preferable or 
recommended, ordered without obligation. Mustahabb is something 
that is recommended and performed in desire for (Divine) love. Refers 
to those acts done by the Prophet ^ or the Companions very 
occasionally. The acts whose neglect is not punished, but whose perfor- 
mance is rewarded, e.g., the call for prayers (Adhan). 
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Mustahddah: (a^U*i~J1) A woman who has bleeding from the womb in 
between her ordinary periods. 

Mustakhraj: (^u~Jl) Collection of Ahadith in which a later compiler 
collects fresh and additional Isnad (chains) cited by the original compiler. 

Mustawsilah: (iU> y^Jl) The women who has her hair extensions done. 

Mutfah: (i*iJl) A temporary marriage. A custom that was common in 
Arabia. It was allowed in the early period of Islam when one was away 
from his home, but later on it was cancelled (abrogated) by the Pro- 
phet #| at Khaybar, as is related by 'Ali bin Abu Talib in Sahih Muslim 
and Sahih Al-Bukhari. 

Muta'awwilun: (j^S/lxJl) Those (ones) who form wrong opinions of Kufr 
about their Muslim brothers. 

Mutafahhish: {j^>Jc^\) A person who conveys evil talk. 

Mutafallijdt: (oUJuuJl) The women who have their teeth separated for 
the sake of beauty. 

Muiakif: One who is in a state of Vtikaf. 

Mutamir: (^^Ji) The person performing Vmrah, 

Mutanammisah or Mutanammisdt: (oU^xJl j\ ^Ua*^uJi) The women who 
have their eyebrows plucked, some say it includes the face. 

Mutashdbihdt: (oL^L^lJI) Allegorical. Qur'anic Verses that are not clear 
and are difficult to understand. 

Muiazilah: (i!ji*JI) A member of a medieval theological sect that 
maintained that nothing but eternity could be asserted regarding Allah, 
that the eternal nature of the Qur'an was questionable, and that hu- 
mans have free will. 

Mustawshimdt: (oUJiy^JI) The women who get themselves marked with 
tattoos. 

Mutras: (^j^) A Persian word meaning 'don't be afraid.' 

Muttafaq 'Alayh: (aJLp jixa) Meaning 'Agreed upon'. The term is used for 
such Ahadith that are found in both the collections of Ahadith: Bukhari 
and Muslim, 

Muttaqi: (<Jz^\) Derived from its noun Taqwa (piety and fear of Allah), 
which signifies God-consciousness, a sense of responsibility and ac- 
countability, dedication and awe-the things that prompt one to fulfill 
his duty. Taqwa or heedfulness is the main criterion by which God va- 
lues the deeds of a Muslim (Al-Hujurat 49:13). 
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Muttaqun: (j ycJ\) Pious and righteous persons who fear Allah much (abstain 
from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden) and love Allah 
much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained). 

MuwaUadiin: (jjjiJjJl) The children of female slaves from other nations. 

Muzdbanah: (0I3J1) The sale of fresh dates for dried dates by measure, 
and the sale of fresh grapes for dried grapes by measure. In both cases, 
the dried fruits are measured while the fresh ones are only estimated 
as they are still on the trees. 

\iuzaffat: (c-ijJl) A name of a pot in which alcoholic drinks used to be 
prepared, it is coated with pitch. Also called Muqayyar. 

Aiuzdra'ah: (le- Sharecropping or farming partnership. An 

arrangement in which the owner of a land provides the land while an- 
other takes care of the farming, and they share the crops. Ibn Hajar 
says Muzara'ah refers to sharecropping when the seeds are supplied by 
the owner of the land, while Mukhabarah refers to sharecropping when 
the seeds are supplied by the cultivator. 

Muzdalifah: (iikjJl) (Also called Mash'ar) A place between 'Arafat and 
Mina, about 20 km from Makkah, where the pilgrims while returning 
from 'Arafat, have to stop and stay for the whole night or greater part 
of it (the night), between the ninth and tenth of Dhul-Hijjah and to 
perform the Maghrib and 'Isha' prayers (together) there. 

Ndr: GUI) The fire of Hell. 

Nabi: (^0 (pi. Anbiya') The meaning of the word Nabi is a Prophet. To 
be a Prophet, he should receive a revelation from Allah that does not 
necessarily mean a revealed book. When a Prophet is instructed to de- 
liver his message to a certain group of people, he is a Messenger. It is 
stated in the Qur'an that there are no more Prophets and Messengers 
after Muhammad jg| the last of the Prophets and Messengers. 

Nabidh: (JLJl) Water in which dates or grapes etc., are soaked and left 
overnight and is not yet fermented. It is lawful. But it begins to fer- 
ment as the time passes, effervescence and bubbling appear and it 
turns out to be intoxicating and becomes unlawful. 

Nadhr: is one of the three types of vows to Almighty Allah. 

Nddihah: (*>w?Ul) A camel used for agricultural purposes. 

Nadiy: A part of an arrow. 

Nafath: (sUJl) Witchcraft. 

Nafkh: (^Ul) Puffing of Satan. 
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Ndfilah: (<iiUt) The recommended prayers after or before the daily 
obligatory prayer. 

Nafl: (JuiJl) Literally means 'optional'. A voluntary act of supererogatory 
devotion such as Nafl prayer or Nafl fast. According to the jurists it has 
a similar ruling to that of Mustahabb. 

Nafs: ((j-iJO In Arabo-Persian usage, Nafs (soul or self) is used both for 
the immortal soul of a human, which survives death, and also for the 
carnal, or lower, soul. Muslims believe that humans are ultimately spiri- 
tual beings, housed temporarily in a physical body. The Nafs represents 
that core of each individual which exhibits an innate orientation to- 
wards God, called Fitrah, and which passes into a different unknown 
realm upon a person's physical death in the present world. 

Nahd: (-igJl) Sharing the expenses of a journey or putting the journey food 
of the travelers together to be distributed among them in equal shares. - 

Nahyun 'anil-Munkar: ( ^SLJl ^) Forbidding evil. 

Nahr: (^Ji) (Literal: slaughtering of the camels only and is done by 
cutting carotid artery or by poking the jugular vein with a spear or 
sharp item at the root of the neck); the day of Nahr is the tenth of 
Dhul-Hijjah on which pilgrims slaughter their sacrifices. 

Najasah: (^l^ill) Refers to impurity. It is of two types: Najasah Ghalizah 
(heavy impurity) and Najasah Khafifah (light impurity). 

Najash: ( j^ 0 A trick (of offering a very high price) for something without 
the intention of buying it but just to allure and cheat somebody else who 
really wants to buy it although it is not worth such a high price. 

An-Najdshi: (^iUJi) (Title for the) king of Ethiopia (Abyssinia) - Negus. 

Nqjd: (jl^j) Lexically means 'the elevated land'. The expanse of land 
between Tihamah and Iraq, 

Najis: (^^Jl) Something that is impure. 

An-Najwd: (^ j^*Jl) The private talk between Allah and each of His slaves 
on the Day of Resurrection. It also means, a secret counsel or con- 
ference or consultation. [See the Qur'an (V.58:7-13), and also see the 
footnote of (V.ll:18)] (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol.3, Hadith No. 621) 

Na'l: (JucJl) Slipper or sandal. 

Namimah: (iwJl) (Calumnies) conveyance of disagreeable false information 
from one person to another to create hostility between them. 

Namirah: (s^Jl) (pi. Nimar) A thick sheet of woolen material with stripes 
like the skin of tiger or leopard. It is used to wrap around the waist. 
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Ndmisah: (La.Ui) The women who plucks the eyebrows of other women. 
Naqdul-Hadilth: (^>a>*}\ j£>) The Methodology of Critical Evaluation of 

Naqib: (*~Jri\) A person heading a group of six persons in an expedition 
(tribal chiefs). 

Naqir: A name of a pot in which alcoholic drinks used to be 

prepared. It is the trunk of a date palm that is hollowed out or curved. 

Nasab: (» Jl) Lineage or geneology. 

Nasdrd: (^jUajJl) The name given to the followers of the Christian faith 
both in the Qur'an and Hadith. 

Nash: Half portion of anything. It is also said to be twenty 

Dirhams. Also a measure of weight equal to Vi Uqiyyah (60 grams ap- 
proximately). 

Nasi 9 : (^^^0 A practice in vogue among the pre-Islamic Arabs. They 
used to alter the duration of the four sacred months. Whenever they 
wished to start fighting or to loot and plunder - and they could not do 
so during the sacred months - they carried out their expedition in one 
of the sacred months and then later on compensated for this violation 
by treating one of the non-sacred months as a sacred month. 

Nasihah: (^~^Jl) Sincere good advice. 

Naskh: (^~Jl) A style of curved writing often used for early hand-written 
copies of the Qur'an. 

Nasi: (Ju^Jl) A part of an arrow. 

Ndsut: (oj^Ul) Human, as opposed to Divine. 

Nawdfil: (JiljJl) (pi. of Nafilah) Optional practice of worship in contrast 
to obligatory (Faridah). See Nafl and Nafilah. 

Nawdt: (sljJl) Equal to the weight of 5 Dirhams. Some differ and say 
between three Dirhams to five. 

Nifdq: (JUJl) Hypocrisy. 

Nifds: (^UJl) Refers to the flowing of postnatal blood after childbirth. 

Nihal: (J^Jl) Present. (Hibah: Gift; 'Umra: Lifelong gift; Ruqbd: Gift of 
house given for lifelong use). 

Nikdh: (^l£Jl) Pronouncement of marriage or wedlock according to 



Niqdb: (^UJl) Face veil with the exception of the eyes. Veil covering full 
face including the eyes. 
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Nisab: (^UaJl) A threshold of wealth of which any excess is subject to 
Zakah (obligatory charity). So Nisab is the minimum amount of wealth 
or property which makes one liable to pay Zakat. Minimum amount of 
property liable to payment of the Zakat, e.g., Nisab of gold is twenty 
(20) Mithqal, i.e., approx. 94 grams; Nisab of silver is two hundred 
(200) Dirhams, i.e., approx. 640 grams; Nisab of food grains and fruit is 
5 Awsuq, i.e., 673.5 kgms; Nisab of camels is 5 camels; Nisab of cows is 
5 cows; and Nisab of sheep is 40 sheep; etc. 

Niyyah: (iJl) It is an intention to perform an activity. 

Nubiiwwah: (Sj^O Prophethood. 

Niih: (^y) A Prophet of Allah mentioned in the Qur'an and the Old 
Testament. 

Nun: ( j y) Fish. 

Nur: Light 

An-Niir: The Light.' One of the ninety-nine Attributes of Allah, 

and the name of a Surah, See An-Nur (24:35-36). 

Nusk: (dLJl) Religious act of worship. 

Nusub: (^aJl) (pi. Ansab) Nusub were stone alters at fixed places or graves, 
etc., whereon sacrifices were slaughtered during fixed periods of occasions 
and seasons in the name of idols, jinns, angels, pious men, saints, etc., in or- 
der to honor them, or to expect some benefit from them. These signify all 
places consecrated for offerings to others than the One True God. 

Nusuk: (dLJ l) A ritual sacrifice as well as other forms of devotion and worship. 

Qabd': (*UJl) (pi. Aqbiyah) An outer garment with full-length sleeves. 

Qabr: (^Ji) Grave. 

Qadd': (*UuJl) A prayer said after due time. Literally means 'carrying 
out' or 'fulfilling'. In Islamic jurisprudence it refers to fulfilling or com- 
pleting those duties such as prayers or fasting, that one may have mis- 
sed due to some reason or other. 

Qadariyyah: (hjXAi) (Also called the people of QadarlAhlul-Qadar.) The 
Qadariyyah sect has the belief that a person is bound to do what has 
been written for him, he is not free to do anything he wants-as against 
the Jabriyyah sect whose belief is just the opposite. 

Qadar: (>uJi) Divine Preordainment or the Divine Decree. 

Qadid: (j^jloJI) Jerked meat, cured meat. Meat cut into strips and dried. 

Al-Qadr: (j-UJl) The Power.' The name of Surah 97 of the Qur'an also. 
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Qddi: (^Lill) Judge. 

Qd'idin: (/^lall) People who remain inactive and do not actively fight. 
The opposite of Mujahid. 

Qaylulah: (aJ^LaJO Siesta, midday nap. Rest in the middle of the day even 
if one does not sleep. 

Qalib: (^JLi!l) A well. 

Qamis: ( U ^J}\) meaning 'shirt'. However, due to constant usage, it refers 
to the long flowing robe worn by Muslim men and which has come to 
be regarded as an Islamic dress. 

Qdr: fjUll) Tar or pitch. 

Qaraz: The leaves of Mimosa Flava used for tanning. 

Qard: A loan given for a good cause in the Name of Allah, in 

the hope of repayment or reward in the Hereafter. 

Qard Hasanah: (^- ^ J) A loan extended fixed for a definite period of 
time without interest or profit-sharing. 

Qdri: (^jUJl) (pi. Qurra') A reciter. Early Muslim religious scholars were 
called Qurra\ These were teachers of the early Muslims. This word is 
now used mainly for a person who knows the Qur'an by heart, and due 
to vocal beauty and skill, publicly recite Verses from the Qur'an. Such 
recitations serve to inspire and comfort believers, and are often per- 
formed early in the morning or prior to the daily worship services, and 
also to solemnize important occasions and events. 

Qdrin: (jjiall) One who performs Hajj Qiran. 

Qarin: The Devil companion that is with everyone. 

Qarnul-Mandzil: (JjUJl o J) The Miqat of the people of Najd, in Arabia 
(from the east). It is situated on the way to Makkah. 

Qasab: Pipes made of gold, pearls and other precious stones. 

Reference to Khadijah's home in Paradise. 

Qasdmah: (oLiJl) The oath taken to clear him by 50 men of the tribe of 
a person who is being accused of killing somebody. 

Qasr: (^-^Jl) Literally means 'to shorten,' it is technically used to signify 
the Islamic rule that during one's journey it is permissible, and indeed 
preferable, to pray only two Rak'dhs in those obligatory prayers in 
which a person is required to pray four Rak'ahs. 

Qaswd 9 : (^l^^iJl) The name of the Prophet's she-camel. 

Qatijah: (iuLkiJl) Thick soft cloth like velvet or plush material. 

Qattdt: (oluJl) A person who conveys information from someone to 
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another with the intention of causing harm and enmity between them. 
(Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 8, Hadith No. 82) 

Qawmah: Raising one's head in prayer from bowing and standing 

up straight. 

Qawwdm or Qayyim: j\ A person responsible for administering 
or supervising the affairs or either an individual or an organization, for 
protecting and safeguarding them and taking care of their needs. 

Qaza':(^yLi\) Shaving part of the head and leaving part. 

Qiblah: (aJUJI) The term used in reference to the direction Muslims face 
during prayers. The focal point of the Qiblah is the Ka'bah, the house 
of worship located in the city of Makkah. Depending upon where one 
is at any given time upon the earth, the Qiblah direction may vary. 
From North America, the direction is roughly northeast, and worship 
halls in local mosques are oriented accordingly. 

Qil wa Qdl: (JUj JJ) Sinful, useless talk (e.g., backbiting, lies, etc.). 

Qintdr: (jlk^Jl) A weight-measure for food grains, etc., e.g., wheat, maize, 
oat, barley, etc., that is equal to 256.4 kilograms. It is also said that in 
matters of reward, a Qintdr is equal to twelve thousand Uqiyyah, each 
Uqiyyah of which is better than heaven and earth. 

Qird'ah: (s*l The audible recitation during prayers. 

Qirdd: ( U J>\ Sleeping partnership (see Mudarabah). 

Qirdm: l^aJl) A thin marked woolen curtain. 

Qirdt: (il^jJl) A special weight; sometimes a very great weight like Uhud 
mountain. Otherwise usually a small weight that is equal to a gram or 
less than it. 1 Qirat = 1/2 Daniq & 1 Daniq - 1/6 Dirham. In currency 
it is twentieth or twenty-fourth of a Dinar. 

Qirbah: A water skin. 

Qirsh: A unit of money. 

Qisds: (^LaaJl) Retaliatory punishment, retaliation in kind (eye for an eye). 
In Islam though, retaliation should be forgone as an act of charity. SccAl- 
Ma'idah (5: 48). Laws of equality when punishing a person for injuries in- 
tentionally inflicted on someone else. SeeAl-Baqarah (2:178-179). 

Qassiy or Qassiyyah: (IJI /\ ur ~£>\) A linen cloth containing silken lines 
prepared at Qass in Egypt. 

Qithdm: (^liill) A plant disease that causes fruit to fall before ripening. 

Qiydm: (fUll) The standing during the prayer for recitation of Sural Al- 
Fdtihah or Surat Al-Hamd and the second Surah that follows after it, 
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while the standing after the Ruku' is Qawmah. And the voluntary pray- 
ers at night are also called Qiydm for night prayers. 

Qiydmah: (iUUJl) The Day of Resurrection, or the Day of Judgment. 

Qiyds: (^UJO In simple terms, the verdict given by a Mujtahid or Faqih 
who considered the case similar in comparison with a case judged by 
the Prophet In complex issues, using analogies for the purpose of 
applying laws derived from the Qur'an and Sunnah to situations not 
explicitly covered by these two sources. Qiyds is one of the most im- 
portant tools for interpreting and implementing the Shari'ah (Islamic 
law). Verdicts and judgments are given by the Islamic religious scho- 
lars, after due considerations on the following proofs respectively: (a) 
From the Qur'an; (b) From the Prophet's Sunnah. (c) Conscience of 
the community from all over the Muslim world; (d) and Qiyds, i.e., rea- 
soning. It is not to be practiced except if the judgment of the case is 
not found in the first three above mentioned proofs, (a), (b) and (c). 
According (the Muslim scholar Imam Shafi'i), Qiyds is a method for 
reaching a legal decision on the basis of evidence (a precedent) in 
which a common reason, or an effective cause, is applicable. 

Qadd y : (*L£$) Paying in a debt. 

Qubd' (flill) A place on the outskirts of Al-Madinah. The Prophet % 
established a mosque there, which bears the same name. A visit to that mos- 
que on Saturday forenoon and offering a two Rak'ah prayer is regarded as a 
performance of Vmrah in reward according to the Prophet's saying. 

Qubbah: A small and round one-room tent. 

Qubbatus-Sakharah: (s >^tJl U) (Dome of the Rock) The rock within the 
dome built around 691 CE by the Umayyad Caliph Abdul-Malik in the 
area of the famous mosque, Aqsa Mosque or Baytul-Maqdis, in Jer- 
usalem. It is believed to be the point from where Prophet Muhammad 
£g was miraculously ascended to heavens. 

Quddt: (sLflil) Plural form of Qddi. 

Qudhadh: (iJuJl) A part of an arrow. 

Al-Quds: (^jlaJI) Literally, The Holy,' this is the name used by Muslims 
for Jerusalem. It is the third holiest city in Islam, following Makkah 
and Al-Madinah, because of its significance to Islamic history in the 
broadest sense 

Qullah: (<Uil) (Also called Jirar - j\ A large drinking water container 
like a barrel whose size the scholars differ over, from five to fifty water 
skins (Qirbahs). Even some say them to be the size of two-and-a-half water 
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skins. Scholars have described the quantity of two Qullahs as equivalent to 
500 Ratls One Rati weighs half a seer, i.e., forty tolas. Thus the total quan- 
tity of five water skins of water measures approximately 240 kilograms or, 
according to some scholars, about 227 kilograms. 

Qumqum: (^aJ) A narrow-headed vessel. 

Qunut: (o^Ji)l) Invocation in the prayer. The act of raising both palms in 
fornt of the face while praying in the second Rak'ah of prayer. 

Qunut Ndzilah: (<JjU o/i) Supplication in the event of a calamity. 

Quraysh: (j^j) One of the greatest and prominent tribes in all of Arabia 
in the Prophet's era. The Quraysh were the keepers of the Ka'bah and 
therefore the wealthiest and most powerful tribe. The ProjJhet Mu- 
hammad £j§ belonged to this tribe, which had great powers spiritually 
and financially both before and after Islam came. When Prophet Mu- 
hammad 3g| started to preach the true religion of Allah and persisted 
in calling people to worship Allah alone, most of the Quraysh dis- 
avowed him and attempted to thwart his efforts, the Quraysh violently 
persecuted him and his followers, the Quraysh continued to plot Mu- 
hammad's downfall, even going so far as to attempt killing him. They 
were badly defeated at the battle of Badr by the Muslims and their 
days of Jahiliyyah were finally ended when the Muslims liberated Mak- 
kah and destroyed all the idols in the Ka'bah in the year 630 CE, after 
that they yielded and entered the fold of Islam. 

Qurayshi or Qurashi : J j\ A person belonging to the Quraysh, 

the well-known tribe "of Arabia. The Prophet Muhammad ^ belonged 
to this tribe, all his descendants are also called Qurayshi. 

Qur'an: Meaning 'the recitation,' or 'the reading.' Qur'an is the 

Noble Book, the Living Miracle, the last revelation from Allah to mankind 
and the jinn before the end of the world, revealed to Prophet Muhammad 
through the angel Jibra'il, over a period of 23 years, the first thirteen of 
which were spent in Makkah and the last ten of which were spent in Al- 
Madinah. There is only one Qur'an in the whole world and it is in the Ara- 
bic language. The Qur'an has one text, one language, and one dialect. It 
has been memorized by millions of Muslims in different parts of the world. 
The Qur'an continues to be recited by Muslims throughout the world in 
the language of its revelation, Arabic, exactly as it was recited by Prophet 
Muhammad nearly fourteen hundred years ago. It consists of 114 
Surahs (chapters). It is to be read and recited with rules and regulations. 
When to be touched and to be recited, a Muslim is to be in a state of clean- 
liness and purity. The authenticity and the totality of the Qur'an have been 
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documented and recognized. The Qur'an cannot be translated at all as the 
Our' an represents the exact Words of Allah. Any translation is considered 
to be the explanation to the meaning of the Qur'an. The Qur'an is so rich 
and comprehensive in matter that it can easily guide men and women in all 
walks of their life. It is the ultimate source of guidance for people in all 
aspects of their spiritual and material lives. The Qur'an is viewed as the 
authoritative guide for human beings, along with the Sumtah of Mu- 
hammad fg. The Qur'an amends, encompasses, expands, surpasses and 
abrogates all the earlier revelations revealed to the earlier Prophets. The 
names and attributes that are given to the Qur'an in the Qur'an speak for 
themselves. The Qur'an is also described to be bounteous, glorious, migh- 
ty, honored, exalted, purified, wonderful, blessed, and confirming the 
truth of previous revelations. The Qur'an has practically proved the truth 
and effectiveness of all of its names and epithets in the life of all true be- 
lievers, who practiced its teachings sincerely -nri devoutly. The Qur'an has 
a universal appeal, regardless of peoples' color, creed, nationality, and 
geographical divisions of the world. 

Qurbdn: (ol^O Literally means 'sacrifice'. In Islam it refers to the 
sacrificing of animals solely for the pleasure of Allah e on the day of 
'Eidul-Adha and the two days following it. 

Qust : (JxJtli) A type of incense. 

Quiid: (ij^O Sitting posture in prayer while Tahiyyah and Tashahhud 
are recited. 

Rabd'i: A male camel whose quadricuspid teeth have appeared, 

usually about in the seventh year. 

Rabaiyah: (v^l) A female camel whose quadricuspid teeth have 
appeared, usually about the seventh year. 

Rabb: J\) (Lord) There is no proper equivalent for Rabb in English 
language. It means the One and the Only Lord for the entire universe, its 
Creator, Owner, Organizer, Provider, Master, Planner, Sustainer, Cherisher, 
and Giver of security, etc. Rabb is also one of the Names of Allah. We have 
used the word 'Lord' as nearest to Rabb. All occurances of 'Lord' actually 
mean/fcfrfr and should be understood as such. For example see Qur'an 2:21. 

Rabbuka : (dLj) Your Lord, Your Master. 

RabbuUArd: ( u J>jS\ ^j) Owner of the land in Musaqat and Muzara'ah 
contracts. 

Rabbul-Mal : (JUl ^ j) A person who invests in Mudarabah or 
Musharakah. See Sahibul-MaL 
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Rabiiii-Awwal : (J jVl ^J) The third month of the Islamic calendar. 

Radiyalldh 'Anhu (<cp <Ul May Allah be pleased with him (RAA) is 

said whenever the name" of a Companion of the Prophet % is read or 
heard or written. 

Rada'ah : (**lj> J\) The suckling of one's own or someone's child. 

Rdhilah: J\) A she-camel used for riding. (Literally means: a mount 
to ride). 

Rahman and Rahim: (^J\j j**- J\) These words are from the root 
rahm which denotes mercy. In the Qur'an this attribute of Allah has 
been mentioned side by side with the attribute Rahman (literally 'mer- 
ciful'). As such Rahim signifies Allah's mercy and beneficence towards 
His creatures. Moreover, according to several scholars, the word Rahim 
signifies the dimension of permanence in Allah's mercy, that the One 
Who is exceedingly merciful; the One Who is overflowing with mercy 
for all. See Siirah 55 of the Qur'an. 

Rahn : (j* J\) Pledge or mortgage. 

Rayhdn: (oUjJi) A sweet-smelling plant sweet basil and perfume made 
from it. 

Rayyan : ( jl^l) The name of one of the gates of Paradise through which 
the people who often observe fasting will enter. 

Rajab : (<^rj) It is the seventh month of the Islamic calendar. 

Rajabiyyah: (L~>- J\) See 'Atirah. 

Rajaz: (y=r J\) Name of poetic meter. 

Raj'ah : J\) The bringing back of a wife by the husband after the first 
or second divorce. 

Rajm: J\) Means to stone to death those married persons who 
commit the crime of illegal sexual intercourse. In Islamic law the Hadd 
(prescribed) punishment of illegal sex is Rajm. 

Rak'ah: J\) (pi. Raka'at) Literally, £ a bowing,' This term represents a 
unit of the prayer and consists of one standing, one bowing and two 
prostrations. Verses from the Qur'an, special prayers and phrases are 
stated in these different positions. Each of the five formal worship 
times is comprised of varying numbers of such cycles. 

Ramadan: (uUj) The month of fasting. It is the ninth month of the 
Islamic calendar. In it the Noble Qur'an started to be revealed to our 
Prophet 5|| and in it occurs the night of Qadr and in it also occurred 
the great decisive battle of Badr. Thus, it is considered a blessed and 
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holy month. Furthermore, Ramadan is the month in which Muslims 
fast daily from dawn to sunset to develop piety and self-restraint. 

Ramal: (J, J\) Fast walking accompanied by the movements of the arms 
and legs to show one's physical strength. This is to be observed in the 
first three rounds of the Tawaf around the Ka'bah, and is to be done 
by the men only and not by the women. 

Ramy : ^0 The throwing of pebbles at the pillars (Jimdr) at Mina. 

Ra'sul-Mal: (JUI ^Ij) Capital invested in Mudarabah or Musharakah. 

Rasul: (Jj^O The meaning of the word Rasul is a Messenger. Allah 
sent many Prophets and Messengers to mankind. Amongst them, the 
names of twenty-five are mentioned in the Qur'an. From within the 
list, the Qur'an states the names of five Messengers who are the Migh- 
ty ones. These are: Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), 
'Eisa (Jesus), and Muhammad i|. See Nabi. 

Rati: (Jt J\) Measurement equal to half a seer or a liter. See Qullah. 

Rawi: J\) Anarrator, In Hadith literature, it means the narrator of Ahadith 

Rayah : (h\ J\) A flag, it is bigger than Liwa' (standard). 

Riba : It literally means 'to grow; to increase, to expand.' Technically, 
Riba denotes the amount that a lender receives from a borrower at a fixed 
rate in excess of the principal. It is of two kinds: 1. Riba NasVah (iuJ! Lj) - 
taking interest on loaned money. 2. Riba Fadl (j^iJl Lj) - taking 
something of superior quality in exchange for giving less of the same kind 
of thing of poorer quality, SeeAl-Baqarah (2:275-280), Allmran (3:130). 

Ribat: Guarding Muslim frontier. Guarding the boundaries of 

Muslim lands against possible attacks from the enemies. It is con- 
sidered one of the highly praiseworthy forms of worship. 

Ridd 9 : (*b J\) A piece of cloth (sheet etc.) worn around the upper part of 
the body. 

Rijz: ^0 Whispering, evil suggestions. 

Rikav (jtf j) Buried wealth or treasure (from the pre-Islamic period) discovered 
in any land, whose ownership and burial period is not known. One-fifth of it 
goes to the public treasury and the rest to the founder or owner of the land. 

Risalah : (ilU^Jl) Regarding Hadith compilations: collection of Ahadith 
dealing with a particular topic. 

Riwayah: (iA Narration. 

Riya: A minor Shirk (polytheism). Carrying out a religious act for 

worldly gains and not for the pleasure of Allah. 



Glossary of Islamic Terms 



517 



Riyadul-Jannah : (i>Jl ^Ij) A part of the Masjid Nabawi that is said to 
be a part of Paradise. 

Ruhullah: (<Ul ^jj) According to the early religious scholars from among 
the Companions of the Prophet and their students and the 
Mujtahidun, there is a rule to distinguish between the two nouns in the 
genitive construction. (A) When one of the two nouns is Allah, and the 
other is a person of a thing, e.g., (i) Allah's House (Baytullah), (ii) Al- 
lah's Messenger; (iii) Allah's slave {'Abdullah)] (iv) Allah's spirit {Ru- 
hullah) etc. The rule of the above words is that the second noun, e.g., 
House, Messenger, slave, spirit, etc. is created by Allah and is honor- 
able with Him, similarly Allah's spirit may be understood as the spirit 
of Allah, in fact, it is a soul created by Allah, i.e., Jesus, and it was His 
Word: "Be!" - and he was created (like the creation of Adam). (B) But 
when one of the two is Allah and the second is neither a person nor a 
thing, then it is not a created thing but is a quality of Allah, e.g., (i) Al- 
lah's Knowledge ('Ilmulldh); (ii) Allah's Life {Hayatullah); (iii) Allah's 
Statement {Kalamullah); (iv) Allah's Self {Dhatullah) etc. 

Ruhul-Qudus: (^^ fyj) 'The Holy Spirit.' Another name for the Angel 
Gabriel (Jibra'il) 

Rukn : J\) {plArkdn) Pillar, basic article. 

Ruku 4 :(^jS J\) It means to bend the body to bow. This bowing is one of 
the acts required in Islamic prayer. Additionally, the same word de- 
notes a certain unit in the Qur'an. The whole Book, for the sake of the 
convenience of the reader is divided into thirty parts {Ajza', sing. Juz), 
and each Juf consists usually of sixteen Ruku ( . 

Ruqba : (^ j) A kind of gift in the form of a house given to somebody to 
live in as long as he is alive. 

Ruqyah: (v^ 51 ) Incantation, amulet. Divine Speech recited as a means of 
curing disease. (It is a kind of treatment, i.e., to recite Sural Al-Fatihah 
or any other Surah of the Qur'an and then blow one's breath with sali- 
va over a sick person's body-part). 

Rushd: (s^J\) It means the right way (see 2:256). It also implies integrity 
and maturity in thought and action (see 21:51). 

Rutab : (^J? J\) Ripe dates, opposite of Busr. 

5a':(^UJl) A volume measure that equals four Mudds (3 kg. approx) 
(also 2.172 kg.), one Sa' of Al-Madinah was equal to about two and a 
half kilograms 

Saba : (UJl) Easterly wind. 
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As-Sab'ah: The seven compilers of Ahadith - Bukhari, Muslim, 

Abu Dawud, Nasa'i, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Ahmad. 

Saba' or Sheba: (L,) The queen who visited Solomon to test his 
wisdom..Biblical name of Saba. (See Sabi'un or Sabean) 

As-Sab'ul-Mathani : (^ItJl £~Jl) The seven repeatedly recited Verses, 
i.e., Surat Al-Fatihah 

Sabdhdh: (oU-U*) An exclamation indicating an appeal for help. 

As-Sabat: (c~Jl) It means Saturday, which was declared for the 
Israelites as the holy day of the week. God declared the Sabbath as a 
sign of the perpetual covenant between God and Israel. (Exodus 31:12- 
16.) The Israelites were required to strictly keep the Sabbath, which 
meant that they may not engage in any worldly activity; they may not 
cook, nor make their slaves or cattle serve them. Those who violated 
these rules were to be put to death. The Israelites, however, publicly 
violated these rules. For further details, see Surah l,Al-A'raf. 

SabV: (^LJl) (pi. Sabians) Those who change their religion. 

Sabiqun: (jjiLJi) See Muqarrabun. 

As-Sabiqunal-Awwalun : The first forerunners in the faith. 

Sabirun : (jj^UsJl) People who are patient and steadfast. 

Sabi'un or Sabean : ( j^LaJf) Of or pertaining to Saba, an inhabitant of Saba 
or Sheba, Biblical name, Sheba. an ancient kingdom in southwestern Arabia 
noted for its extensive trade, esp. in spices and gems.The Sabaeans played an 
important role in the history of early Arabia. They had a flourishing kingdom 
in the Yemen tract of South Arabia about 800-700 BC, though their origin 
may have in North Arabia. Probably the Queen of Sheba is connected with 
them. They succumbed to Abyssinia about 350 AD and to Persia about 579 
AD. Their capital was near San' a'. They had beautiful stone buildings in 
which the pointed arch was noticeable. It is said that this passed nation used 
to say La Ilaha ill allah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah) and 
used to read Zabur (The Psalms of the SabVuns) and they were neither Jews 
nor Christians. (See note of Yusuf Ali, 76) 

Sabr: (^aJl) Sabr is a comprehensive term having various shades of 
meaning. It implies (a) patience in the sense of being thorough, dedicated 
and devoted, (b) constancy, perseverance, steadfastness and firmness of 
purpose, (c) disciplined and planned effort with confidence and belief in 
the mission itself and (d) a cheerful attitude of acceptance and under- 
standing under suffering and hardship and in times of strife and violance, 
and thankfulness to God in happiness, success and chievement. 
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Sa'dan: (jlu~Jl) A thorny plant suitable for grazing animals. Some say it 
to be Neurada peocumbens. 

Sadaq: (JljuaJl) This word has the same meaning as Mahr. 

Sadaqah: (iijuall) Literally, 'righteousness/ This terms refers to the 
voluntary giving of alms (charity). Sadaqah is distinct from Zakdh, 
which is a mandatory contribution paid yearly and calculated based on 
one's wealth or assets. Sadaqah can consist of any item of value, and 
can be provided to any needy person. The Qur'an states that Allah 
loves those who are charitable and promises great reward and forgive- 
ness for those who give regularly to others in need. 

Sadaqatul-Fitr : 5i.u>) Refers to the charity that is given on or prior 
to the day of Eidul-Fitr. 

Saduq: (JjJUaJl) Truthful. 

As-Safa wal-Marwah : (Sj^J lj LLJ l) Two mountains at Makkah 
neighboring Al-Masjidul-Hardm (the Great Sacred Mosque) to the east. 
One who performs Vmrah and Hajj should walk seven times between 
these two mountains and that is called Say. These are referred to in 
the Qur'an as one of the symbols of Allah. See Al-Baqarah (2). 

Safari It is a disease that afflicts the abdomen, and it is not a 

contagious one. 

Saghirah : (s ^waJl) A child or minor girl underage. 

Sahabah: (^UwaJl) (sing. Sahabi) A term meaning 'companions,' commonly 
used in reference to those followers of Prophet Muhammad £|g who were 
closest to him in his lifetime, kept frequent company with him, and strove 
to emulate his sayings and doings. The Sahdbah's piety, knowledge and 
love for the Prophet jj| were important factors in the perpetuation of his 
teachings and the painstakingly careful recording of his Ahadith in the 
years following his death. 

Sahbd': (^UhO A place near Khaybar. 

Sdhibul-Mdl: (JU1 ^L>) (pi. Ashabul-Mal) (also, Rabbul-Mal) The 
financier in the Muddrabah form of partnership agreement, provides 
the finance while the Muddrib provides the entrepreneurship and man- 
agement. There can be many Ashabul-Mal and Mudaribs in a given Mu- 
dddrabah agreement. 

Sahifah: (kL^a}\) A page or manuscript. Collection oiAhddith by a Companion. 

Sahihayn : (^^^Jl) The Twins. The two most authentic books of 
Ahddith-Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. 
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Sahih Al-Bukhari: A book of Ahadith compiled by Imam Bukhari. 

Sahih Muslim : A book of Ahadith compiled by Imam Muslim. 

Sahur: (jj**J\) A light meal taken by Muslims before dawn prior to 
beginning the daily fast of Ramadan. Arising for this meal is an emula- 
tion of Prophet Muhammad jg, since it was his practice to do so, and 
thus is part of his Sunnah. 

Sahw: (j*Jl) Forgetting (here it means forgetting how many Rak'at a 
person has prayed in which case he should perform two prostrations of 

Sahw). 

Sa'imah : (i+:U\) A flock of about one hundred grazing animals. 

Sa'ibah : (ijUl) A she-camel used to be let loose for free pastures in the 
name of idols, gods, and false deities, and nothing was allowed to be 
carried on it. (See the Noble Qur'an 5:103) 

Sayhah : (h^ai\) Torment-awful cry. 

Sayhdn wa Jayhdn: (uU~rj oUw) Sayhan (Oxus or Amu Darya) and 
Jayhan (Jaxartes or Syr Darya) are two rivers in the country of Syria. 
These are different from Sayhun and Jayhun that are in the territory of 
Khurasan. (Mu'jam Al-Buldan of Baladhari, 2/227, 3/333). Some main- 
tain that Sayhun is in India and Jayhun in Khurasan, Furat (Euphrates) 
flows from Turkey through Syria and Iraq and joins Tigris to form Sha- 
ti'ul-Arab, and Nil (Nile) is the well-known river in Egypt. 

SayyVah: (£«JI) (pi. Saiyy'ai) Sins or demerits or bad deeds (opposite of 
Hasanah), often means what one earns by doing something wrong 
(committing a sin). According to a Hadith, if one does one thing 
wrong, he will receive one demerit, but if he intends to do it and re- 
strains himself, he will get a reward. 

Sajdah: (sjl^^JI) (pi. Sujud) The act of prostration in the prayer, when 
seven portions of the body touch the earth: the forehead on pure 
ground, two palms, two knees, and the two big toes. The two prostra- 
tions together are called Sajdatayn. 

As-Sajdah : (ijo^J\) Surah 32 of the Qur'an. 

Sajdatus-Sahw: (j^-J I ij^J) Prostrations for forgetfulness. Remedial 
Prostrations to recompense forgetting a required act of prayer. 

Sakinah: (alSLJ\) Tranquility, calmness, peace and reassurance etc. 

Salab: (^JUl) Belongings (arms, horse, etc.) of a deceased warrior killed 
in a battle. 
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Salaf: (^aJUl) A sale in which the price is paid at once for goods to be 
delivered later. 

Salaf: (*_aLJI) Predecessers, ancesters, forefathers, ascendants. 
Salam : ( ( JLJl) Synonym of Salaf. 

Salam: (^MJI) Literally means 'peace'. It is a salutation or a way of 
greeting among Muslims. With the greetings of peace or with safety. In 
prayer it refers to the saying of 'As-Saldmu 'Alaykum wa RahmatullaK 
which denotes the end of the prayer. 

Salat: (s^UaJI) Prayers. Salat is a spiritual relationship and 
communication between the creature and his Creator. Salat refers to 
the prescribed form of worship in Islam, and is one of the 'five pillars' 
of Islam. Muslims perform the prayers five times throughout each day 
as a means of maintaining God-consciousness, to thank Him for His 
blessings and bounty, and to seek His help and support in one's daily 
life. These prayers and their time zones are: 1. Fajr (dawn or morning 
prayer), after dawn but before sunrise; 2. Zuhr (noon prayer), early 
afternoon till late afternoon; 3. 4 Asr (afternoon prayer) late afternoon 
prayer till sunset; 4. Magfxrib (sunset prayer); just after sunset; 5. 'Isha' 
(night prayer); late evening till late at night. Consult a prayer manual 
for full details. Each prayer consists of a fixed set of standings, bow- 
ings, prostrations and sittings m worship to Allah. Prayers are to be 
performed with mental concentration, verbal communication, vocal re- 
citation, and physical movements to attain the spiritual uplift, peace, 
harmony, and concord. To perform Salat, a Muslim has to have ablu- 
tion (Wudu'). He/she should make sure that cleanliness of body, cloth- 
ing, and place are attained before performing Salat. 

Salat: (s^sUaJ!) (pi. Salawai) We are told to send the blessings of Allah 
whenever the name of the Prophet Muhammad j§ is mentioned. There 
are great merits of sending the blessings through our supplication and 
invocation (Du'a). So Salat (the act of sending the blessings) is not to 
be confused with Salat (prayer). The supplication of sending the bles- 
sings upon the Prophet is: "O Allah, send Your grace, honor and 
mercy upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as You 
sent Your grace honor and mercy upon Ibrahim, You are indeed Prai- 
seworthy, Most Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Mu- 
hammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your 
blessings upon Ibrahim, You are indeed Praiseworthy, Most Glorious." 
Muslims are informed that if they proclaim such a statement once, Al- 
lah will reward them ten times. 
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Salatul-Awwdbin : (j s >\j x i\ It is another name for Salatud-Duha, that 
is prayer after sunrise. 

Salatud-Duha : ( CJ >wiJl 1*%*) That is optional prayer after sunrise. 

Saldtul-Hdjah: ^bJl 1*%*) Prayer at times of need 

Saldtul-Istikhdrah: (SjU^Ml 5%*) Prayer for (seeking) guidance. See 
Istikhdrah. 

Saldtul-Istisqa' : (*U~i*»^1 1%^) Prayer for rain. 

Sal&tul-Janazah : (s jt>Jl s*>U>) Funeral prayer in absentia. The prayer is done in 
standing position only and consist of four Takbirs: 1. After the first Takbir, rt- 
citcAl-Fatihah. 2. After the second Takbir, recite Tashahhud and As-Salatul- 
Ibrdhimiyyah. 3. After the third Takbir, pray for the deceased person, his or her 
relatives, and all Muslims in general. 4. After the fourth Takbir, finish the pray- 
er by uttering^s-Sa/amu Alaykum while turning to the right. 

Saldtul-Jam' :(^>J! s*>U?) Combined prayer. 

Saldtul-Jama'ah : (ipU^Jl s*>L*) Congregational prayer. 

As-Saldtul-Jdmi'ah: (XwUJl i^k^\) Prayer is about to begin. 

Salatul-Jumu'ah : (<*l*>JI i%^>) Friday prayer. See Jumu'ah. 

Salatul-Khawf : (o^Jl 1*%*) Prayer in the state of insecurity. For its 
procedure see Surat An-Nisa y 4:102. 

Saldtul-Kusuf wal-Khusuf: (o^^jkJlj 1*%*) The prayer for the 

Eclipse of the moon and the Eclipse of the sun. 

As-Salatul-Maktubah : (X>^£J! 5!>LaIl) Prescribed prayers/obligatory prayers. 

Saldtul-Qasr : i*L*>) Shortened prayer. 

Salatut-Tatawwu' : (j^kJl 5*^) A voluntary prayer. 

Saldtut-Tasbih : 1'%^) The prayer of glorification. 

Sdlih: (^JUJl) The word means to reconcile, to put things in order, 
signifies behavior that is righteous, just and dignified. Amal Sdlih, hon- 
orable or righteous action, is often combined in the Qur'an with Imdn 
and made a condition for success in this world, as well as in the Here- 
after. Also a Prophet of Islam, peace be on him. 

Salwd: (^jLJ\) Quails. It is told that along with manna, quails were also 
sent to Israelites as a food. Quails in large flights are driven through 
winds in the Eastern Mediterranean in certain seasons of the year. 

As-Samad: (jiwail) One of the ninety-nine Attributes of Allah. It means 
Absolute, Eternal, and Everlasting. It refers to the One to Whom all 
created beings turn to for all their needs, and Who is not dependent 
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on anything or anyone for any need. The Most Perfect in His Attri- 
butes. 

Sami'allahu Liman Hamidah: ( e ju^ M ^w) Allah heard him who 
sent his praises to Him. The phrase that is uttered in the prayer while 
one stands upright from the bowing position. 

Samur: (y^J\) A kind of tree. 

Sanah: (at—) Means 'good' in the Ethiopian language. 
Sannut: (ojljl) Fennel or aniseed. 

Saqifah: (lixM) A shelter with a roof. The Companions of the Prophet 
£H met in a Saqifah in Al-Madinah to pledge their loyalty to Abu Bakr 
after the death of the Prophet #|. 

Sarf: (^j^Ji) Exchange. (Neither Sarf nor Adl means neither exchange 
nor substitute, or no repentance nor ransom, or no obligatory or volun- 
tary deed.) 

Sarif: (o ^) A place six miles away from Makkah. 

Sariyyah: (a^-Ji) A small army sent by Prophet Muhammad !g for Jihad, 
in which he did not personally take part. 

Satr: (^u-) Means 'cover, shield'. And it refers to that area of the body 
that has to be covered. It is also referred to as the Awrah. 

Sawm: (f^l) (pi. Siyam) Fasting. The daily fasts Muslims undertake 
during the month of Ramadan, and is one of the 'five pillars' of Islam. 
For Muslims, fasting means total abstinence from all food, drink, and 
marital sexual relations from dawn to sunset. Muslims fast for many 
reasons, including to build a sense of willpower against temptation, to 
feel compassion for less fortunate persons, and to re-evaluate their 
lives in spiritual terms. Fasting is also a training process to attain self- 
restraint, self-control, self-discipline, self-obedience, and self-education. 
Few people are excused from fasting during Ramadan. Some are re- 
quired to make up later for the days they did not fast such as the tra- 
velers (over 50 miles by any means), sick, pregnant women, women 
nursing babies, and women during their periods. Other excused people 
are required to feed a poor person one meal for each day they do not 
fast if they can afford it, such as the elderly people and the ones who 
have permanent diseases like ulcers. 

SawadA'zam: (^JapVl il^Jl) The great majority. 

Sawiq: (jj^Jl) A kind of mash made of powdered roasted wheat or 
barley grain (also with sugar and dates). 
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Sa*y: (^yuJl) The going for seven times between the mountains of Safa 
and Marwah in Makkah during the performance of Hajj and 'Umrah. It 
is done to symbolize Hajar's search for water for her son Isma'il. 

Sd'i: (^U!) The person responsible for collecting the Zakat is 
sometimes called Sd 1 

Sayyid: (jl-JI) A descendant of the Noble Prophet #|. See QurayshL 

Sayyid: (jl~J1) Leader or chief. 

Sayyidi: ((^jl-) My master. 

Sayyidul-Istighfiir : (jti^Nl x^) The Master Supplication for forgiveness. 

Sha'a'irullah : (<dJl yU-i) These refer to all those rites which, in 
opposition to polytheism and outright disbelief and atheism, are the 
characteristic symbols of exclusive devotion to Allah. 

Shatan: (jL*^) The eighth month of the Islamic calendar. 

Shafi'i: (^Li) Islamic school of law founded by Imam Shafi'i. Followers 
of this school are known as the Shafi'i. 

Shahddah: (sal^jJl) An Arabic word meaning 'witnessing'. The 
declaration of faith: La ilaha illallah Muhammadur-Rasulullah (I testify 
that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and I testify that 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah). A person must recite the Sha- 
hddah to convert to Islam. The Shahddah constitutes the first of the 
'five pillars' of Islam. 

Shahid: (x^Jl) (pi. Shuhada') A martyr. Someone who dies in the way 
of Allah." 

Shahid: (jlaLiJI) A witness. 

Shaykh : (^-iJl) A title or a nickname for an elderly person or a religious 
leader in a community. This title is also given to a wise person. The 
meaning of the word Shaykh has been distorted, misused, and abused 
by some mass media to reflect the wrong meanings. In the Sufi tradi- 
tion, the term has a more specific application, referring to leaders with- 
in various Tariqahs (spiritual orders or groups). 

Shaytan : (jlkJJl) (pi. Shayatin) Satan, the enemy of mankind and the 
source of evil in the world. See Iblis. 

Ash-Shajarah : (s A well-known place on the way from Al-Madinah 
to Makkah. 

Sham: (fL^Jl) The region comprising Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and 
Jordan. 
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Shamlah: (<L-JiJl) Turban, head wrap, cloak, mantle. 
Shaqq: (j-iJl) Ditch type of grave. 

Shari'ah: (i^^JJl) These are the rules and regulations of Islam, the 
Divine law. Shari'ah is the totality of of Allah's Commandments relat- 
ing to man's activities. It signifies the entire Islamic way of life, espe- 
cially the Law of Islam. The Shari'ah is based upon the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad and is interpreted by scholars 
in deliberating and deciding upon questions and issues of a legal nat- 
ure. 

Sharikah: (iS^jJl) The term is used for joint-stock companies and 
corporations as well, but is qualified with an adjective to indicate its 
nature. Thus, Sharikah Musahamah (uaU ^ j^) for a public limited 
company or a corporation whose capital has been subscribed to by the 
general public. 

Sharqa': (*IS yJl) An animal with split ears. 

Shawwal: (J I jS) The tenth month of the Islamic calendar. 

ShVah: (m^JJI) Literally, 'party' or 'partisans.' This term designates those 
Muslims who believe that the rightful successor to Prophet Muhammad 
should have been 'Ali bin Abu Talib, rather than the first caliph Abu 
Bakr Siddiq. Moreover, ShVahs believe that 'Ali was granted a unique 
spiritual authority, which was passed on to certain of his descendants 
given the title of Imam (leader). The largest group in Shi'ism believes 
that 'Ali was the first of twelve Imams, and that the last one continues 
to exist, albeit miraculously and in a state of occupation (concealment 
from human view). The teachings of these spiritual leaders are an addi- 
tional source of Shari'ah (Islamic law), used by Shi'i religious scholars 
to derive legislation and issue religious opinions. So, a ShVah is a fol- 
lower of the twelve Imams. Shi'ah Muslims may be found in Iran, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Syria, Pakistan, India, and some Gulf States. A 
branch of Islam comprising about 10% of the total Muslim population. 

Shit : (i^-Jl) A narrow pass. 

Shighar: (jU^J!) A type of marriage in which persons exchange their 
daughters or sisters in marriage without Mahr. 

Shiqaq: (JUdl) Difference between husband and wife. 

Shirak: {£\ A leather strap. 

Shirk: (il^l) Polytheism and it is to worship others along with Allah. 
This term commonly used to mean association of something other than 
God with God. For Muslims, Allah is Absolute, Complete, and Self- 
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Sufficient. To set anything alongside or in place of God as reality is to 
commit the sin of association, which is the only sin that Allah does not 
forgive, according to the Qur'an. Thus, paganism, or even atheism, is 
viewed as expression of Shirk. 
Shirkah: (tfyJl) Partnership between two or more persons, whereby 
unlike Mudarabah, all of them have a share in finance as well as en- 
trepreneurship and management, though not necessarily equally. 

Shirkah 'Ammah: (JuUJl tfyJl) A partnership in which each partner is a 
general attorney for the other partner; a partnership that permits trad- 
ing in all types of goods. 

Shirhatul-Amwal : (JI^Sl iS^) A partnership in which participation is 
based on the contribution of wealth by all partners, but the partnership 
has to be of the type Inan or Mufawadah. 

ShirkatuWAqd : (ju*JI <S j**) A partnership created through contract as 
opposed to co-ownership that may be the result of a joint purchase or 
agreement or it may result from inheritance or from some other legal 
situation. 

Shirkatul-'Inan : (jLaJl XjS) A basic contract of partnership based on 
agency in which participation may either be on the basis of wealth or 
labor or credit-worthiness, and in which, equality of contribution or le- 
gal capacity is not necessary. 

Shirkatul-Jabr : (j*s*i\ X jS) Mandatory co-ownership created by an act of 
law, like inheritance. 

Shirkah Khassah : (i^uji asytJl) Partnership for a single venture or for 
trading in a particular item; partnership in which each partner is a spe- 
cial attorney of the other partner. 

Shirkat Mafalis: (^JUJl X jS) A partnership between persons, whose 
assets have been reduced to copper coins and who have to buy on the 
basis of credit-worthiness; see Shirkatul-Wujuh. 

Shirkah Mufawadah : (Lj> jUJ\ JtfyJl) An unlimited partnership. 

Shirkatul-Wujuh: (*yrj$\ Partnership based on credit-worthiness of 

the partners in which the ratio of profit and loss is based on the liabili- 
ty borne, but the partnership has to be of the type 'Inan or Mufawa- 
dah. 

Shirkatuz-Zimam : (fU^I It is a term used by the Malikis to indicate 
a situation, where two or more persons are buying goods on credit. It is 
different from the Hanafi Shirkatul-Wujuh insofar as it requires the 
physical presence of all the partners at the time of purchase. 



Glossary of Islamic Terms 



527 



Shufah: Pre-emption. 

Shukuk: (sing. Shakk) Check, certificate of debt, certificates of 

investment. 

Shurd: (^jj^l) Consultation. 

Shurat: (sl^Jl) (Purchasers) One of the Khawarij sect. So called because 

they thought that they had sold their lives for the pleasure of Allah. 
Shurut: (J* j yJl) Terms and conditions in Islamic law. 

Sibtiyyah: (^Jl) (pair Sibtiyyatayn) A hairless sandal dyed with the 
leaves or pods of Qaraz which is a species of Mimosa tree, making a 
brown color. 

Siddiq wa Siddiqun: (dyuJ^\j J*-Uail) The steadfast affirmers of truth. 
Those followers of the Prophets who were first and foremost to believe 
in them. (See the Qur'an 4:69) 

Siddiq: (jjJUaJl) Abu Bakr, one of the closest Companions of Prophet 
Muhammad jgg, was given the appelation as-Sadiq, 'the Truthful.' 
Upon the death of the Prophet in 632 CE, Abu Bakr became the first 
caliph (successor) and served as leader of the Muslim community until 
his death in 634 CE. 

Sidr: (jjlJI) Lote tree (or Nabk tree). 

Sidratul-Muntaha ; {^f^\ SjJu-) The lote-tree of the furthest limit.' A 
Nabk tree over the seventh heaven near Paradise, the place where 
form ads and beyond which no created being may pass. See An-Najm 
(5 .14-18). 

Siffin: (jJu*>) A battle that took place between 'Ali's followers and 
Mu'awiyah's followers at the river of the Euphrates in Iraq. 

Sihah Sittah: (i^Jl c UwJl) The term As-Sihdh us-Sittah (The Sound Six 
authentic collections oiAhadith), is used for the compilations done by Im- 
ams and Scholars named, Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, Nasa'i, Abu Dawud 
and Ibn Majah. Today, Muslim scholars have found the collections by the 
latter scholar (Ibn Majah) to have defective narrations. The majority of the 
Shi'ah reports are of even later date than the early compilations. For the 
most part, they are from the Buyid period of around 454 Hijri. 

Sihaq: (<jU~-) Lesbian sex act. Sexual act between females. This is 
strongly condemned in Islam, and is considered a major sin. 

Sijjin: (^^Jl) It is a 'prison' where the records of the evil doers are 
kept. See Al-Mutaffifin (83:7-9). 

Sinnul-Bulugh : (^LJl This is the age of maturity and puberty. It is the 
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age at which the Muslims are considered an adult and becomes accountable 
for his/her duties in Islam. There is no fixed age for that in terms of years, 
and it is decided by three signs: having a menstruation, period or pregnancy 
for girls, and being physically mature or having a wet dream for boys, growing 
pubic hair, or reaching the age of fifteen, whichever comes first. 

Sinnut-Tamiz : ^) This is the age of distinguishing. This age is 

used in Fiqh to decide the age before which the mother has the right 
to keep the child after divorce. It varies from one person to another. 
The age is reached when the child can take care of himself or herself 
and no longer needs an adult to help him eat, get dressed, and clean 
himself or herself. In the school of thought of Abu Hanifah, it is seven 
years for the boy and nine years for the girl. The girl is given longer 
time so that she can learn more of the habits of women. 

Siyara': A sheet of pure or mixed silk having yellow stripes. 

Sirah: (s^-Jl) The writings of the Companions of the Prophet ^ about 
him, his personality, his life story, and his ways of handling different 
situations is called Sirah. The famous collections of the Sirah are At- 
Tabari, Ibn Ishaq, and Ibn Hisham. These days Ar-Rahiq Al-Makhtum 
in many languages is very famous. The Sirah is a source of reference 
that Muslims rely on in their daily life situations and problems. 

Sirdt: (il^i) The bridge that will be laid across Hell-fire for the people 
to pass over on the Day of Judgment. It is described as sharper than a 
sword and thinner than a hair. It will have hooks over it to snatchy the 
people. 

As-Sirdtul-Mustaqim : ( r ^JI 'The straight path,' the path that 

the Prophet Muhammad ^ demonstrated to mankind by way of the 
Noble Qur'an. The path that leads to Paradise. 

Sirri Salat: s^Uzil) Prayer of inaudible recitation. The 

congregational prayers of Zuhr and Asr. 

Sirwal: (Jlj^rJl) (pi. Sarawil) Long under garment (pyjama) worn by the 
Arabs, and Muslims of Turkey, Bangladesh, India, and many countries 
of Africa and Near East. 

Siwak: (iSl^-Ji) A piece of a root of a tree called Arak, used as a tooth 
stick. Also called a Miswak. 

Subh Sadiq: (JpUaJl Literally means 'true dawn. 7 It refers to the 

time when whiteness (brightness) can be noticed on the breadth of the 
horizon. It is at this time that the Fajr prayer commences. 

Subhdnallah: (aJLII jUw,) To esteem Allah by saying 'Glorified is Allah' 
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and holding that He is free from all that (unsuitable evil things) that 
are ascribed to Him by the polytheists. 

Subhanahu wa Ta'ala ; ( JUj <; U^) 'He is Glorified and Exalted/ This is an 
expression that Muslims use whenever the Name of Allah is pronounced or 
written. The meaning of this expression is:Allah is pure of having partners 
and He is exalted from having a son. Muslims believe that Allah is the only 
God, the Creator of the universe. He does not have partners or children. 
Sometimes Muslims use other expressions when the Name of Allah is written 
or pronounced. Some of which arei'Azza wa Jalla: 'He is the Mighty and the 
Majestic*; Jalla Jalaluhu: 'He is the Exalted Majestic/ 

Suffah: (ii^aJl) A shaded verandah with raised platform attached to the 
Prophet's Mosque in Al-Madinah where poor Muslims, including some 
of the most exalted Companions, used to take shelter, seek knowledge 
and sleep during Prophet Muhammad's time. It was also used by the 
Prophet jjg as a welcoming point for newcomers or poor people. It was 
part of his mosque. 

s **fi : (<Jf>) Ont who endeavors to achieve direct inward knowledge of 
God through adherence to various spiritual doctrines and methods. 
These include repeatedly invoking the Divine Names and reciting other 
religious expressions, living an austere lifestyle, and participating in var- 
ious spiritual gatherings usually formed around a spiritual master with 
the title Shaykh. Historically, sufis have been grouped into organiza- 
tions known as Tariqahs. 

Sufism: (Uj«a}\) A particular spiritual approach and lifestyle adopted by 
some Muslims (known as Sufis), rather than a distinct branch of Islam. 
Sufism holds that direct and intimate knowledge of God can be 
achieved through spiritual discipline, exertion, and austerity. Essen- 
tially, Sufism is seen as an 'inward' path of communion with God, com- 
plementing the Shari'ah, or 'outward' religious law. 

Sufrah : (s^LJl) Dining sheets, eating cloth, when the meal is ready, food 
is served. A piece of cloth, sheet or skin spread out on the ground, and 
food is put over it, either in the form of heap or in a dish type utensil 
to eat it combinedly. 

Suhuf: (^wiJO pages or manuscripts. 

Suhuliyyah : (aJ^^JI) A cotton cloth, its name is derived from the name 
of a village in Yemen called Suhul. 

Suhur: (j^Jl) Predawn meal. A meal taken before Fajr in the month of 
Ramadan to begin fasting. 
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Sujud: (i^Jl) See Sajdah. 

Sunan : Collection of Ahadith only containing legal traditions 

(^Mtfml-Ahkam). 
Sundus: (^jiJI) A kind of silk cloth. 

Sunnah: (JLJl) Literally means legal ways, orders, acts of worship and 
statements etc., of the Prophet jjg. The Ahadith are reports on the 
Sunnah. The two major legal sources of jurisprudence in Islam are the 
Qur'an and the Sunnah. The Sunnah may confirm what is mentioned 
in Qur'an, interpret and explain it, specify what is meant by some gen- 
eral Verses, limit and restrict the meaning of any Verse in it, or may 
explain something that has been revealed in Qur'an. 

As-Sunnat ut-Taqririyyah : (^^axll £~Jl) The Prophet's remaining silent 
on any Companion's explanation of his action amounts to his approval, 
as we know, the Prophet's abstaining from disapproving anything said 
or done before him means his approval. 

Sunnah or Mustahabb: (*- r >c~~J>\ j\ k~J\) means recommendable, 
desirable. The acts whose neglect is not punished, but whose perfor- 
mance is rewarded, e.g., the call for prayers (adhan). See Mustahabb. 

Sunnah: (c-Jl) That action which the Prophet did or sanctioned. 
Sunnat prayers are of two types: Sunnat Mu'akkadah and Sunnat Ghayr 
Mu'akkadah. 

Sunnah Mu'akkadah: < ll) Compulsory prayers. Those prayers 

the Prophet continuously carried out. To leave out such a type of 
Sunnat is a sin and one is punished for this. However, there is no harm 
if one leaves it out because of some valid excuse. 

Sunnah Ghayr Mu'akkadah: (uSy}\ jJ> k*J\) Unascertained prayers. 
These prayers the Prophet ^ carried out, but also left out at times without 
any reason. To follow such a type of Sunnat entails reward and to leave it 
out does not necessitate any punishment. These types of optional prayers 
were much, but not always, practiced by the Prophet 

Sunni: ( ( j~J\) A term designating those Muslims who recognize the first 
four successors of Prophet Muhammad as the 4 Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs,' and who attribute no special religious or political function to the 
descendants of the Prophet's son-in-law 'Ali bin Abu Talib. Sunnis hold 
that any pious, just, and qualified Muslim may be elected a caliph. Sunnis 
comprise the majority of Muslims, numbering about 90% of the total. 

Surah : (5j^-Jl) A distinct chapter of the Qur'an, designated by a title such as 
Abraham, The Pilgrimage, or The Table-Spread. An individual Verse 
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within a Surah is called anAyah. The Qur'an is comprised of 114 Surahs of 
varying lengths. Each Surah in the Qur'an is named from some subject or 
word that is particularly striking in that chapter.. 

Suirah; (i j^J\) Screen. An object like a pillar, wall or stick, a spear etc., 
the height of which should not be less than a foot and must be in front 
of a praying person to act as a symbolical barrier or screen between 
him and the others. 

Tabah: (ilkll) Madinatun-Nabi (City of the Prophet), Madinah 
Munawarrah (the Illuminated or the Enlightened City), Tabah, Taybah, 
Yathrib are the other names for Al-Madinah. See Al-Madinah. 

TabV:(^z) A male two-year-old cattle, cow or ox (entered its second 
year). 

TabVah: (^') A female two-year-old cattle, cow or ox (entered its 
second year). 

TdbiHn: (jj^LJl) (sing. TabVi) Successors, are those who benefited and 
derived their knowledge from the Companions of the Prophet jj§. 

Tabuk : (il^s) A well-known town about 700 kilometers north of Al- 
Madinah. 

Tadbir: (^~dQ About freeing a slave. 

TadHs : (^jdl) (Truncation) For some reasons, like explicit affirmation of 
aMudallis (Truncated - immediate narrator not known) having directly 
heard from whom he is reporting, references from outside the Sound Six 
have also been given. See, for example, Hadith no. 35, Ibn Majah, collected 
by Ahmad from Hadith of Muhammad bin Ishaq about whom it was af- 
firmed that he had heard directly from him. See also Introduction. 

Tafsir: (^~aJQ Any kind of explanation, but especially a commentary on 
the Qur'an. Translations of the Qur'an from Arabic into other lan- 
guages such as Spanish, Urdu, or English are considered interpreta- 
tions of the Qur'an, since only the original Arabic text actually 
constitutes the content of the Qur'an. 

Tdghut: (cjj^UaJl) Literally it denotes the one who exceeds his legitimate 
limits. In Qur'anic terminology it refers to the creature who exceeds 
the limits of his creatureliness and abrogates to himself godhead and 
lordship. In the negative scale of values, the first stage of man's error is 
Fisq (i.e., disobeying Allah without necessarily denying that one should 
obey Him). The second stage is that of Kufr (i.e., rejection of the very 
idea that one has to to obey Allah). The last stage is that man not only 
rebels against Allah but also imposes his rebellious will on others. All 
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those who reach this stage are said to be Taghuts. So, the word Taghut 
covers a wide range of meanings: It means anything worshipped other 
than the Real God (Allah), i.e., all the false deities. It may be Satan, 
devils, idols, stones, sun, stars, angels, human beings, e.g., Jesus, Mes- 
sengers of Allah, who were falsely worshipped and taken as Taghuts. 
Likewise saints, graves, rulers, leaders, etc., are falsely worshipped, and 
wrongly followed. 

Tahajjud: (j^fdt) The Tahajjud prayer is an optional or voluntary prayer 
that is supposed to be performed in the middle of the night. It is re- 
quired that a person sleep a little before he gets up for the Tahajjud 
prayer. It may be performed anytime between lsha } and Fajn 

Taharah ; (s^l^U l) It is the state of being clean and not impure. 

Tahiyyah: (bell) (Blessed compliments) All compliments, prayers and 
good words are due to Allah; peace be upon you, O Prophet, and the 
mercy of Allah and His blessings; peace be upon us and upon the 
righteous slaves of Allah. 

Tahiyyatul-Masjid : (u*~Jl h**) Two Rak'at Sunnat offered as greetings 
of the mosque on entering the mosque for prayer. 

Tahiyyatul-Wudu' : (>y#J\ v«0 Tw° Rak'at Sunnat offered as greetings of 
the Wudu\ 

Tahiti: ( JJ^Jl) Assertion of the Oneness by saying La ilaha illallah (None 

has the right to be worshipped but Allah). 
TahBl: (J-Udl) Saying As-Salamu 'Alaykum at the end of the prayer, 

after which all the actions prohibited because of prayer are legalized, 

loosened or permissible again. 
Tahmid: (x^ci\) Praising Allah by saying Al-Hamdulillah (the praise is 

for Allah). 

Tahntk : (dLtedi) It is the Islamic customary process of chewing a piece 
of date etc., and potting a part of its juice in the child's mouth as his 
first food, and then pronouncing Adhan in child's ears. (See Sahih Al- 
Bukhari, the Book of 'Aqiqah, Vol. 7, Page No. 272) 

Ta'if: (^UJl) A well-known town near Makkah. 

Taylasan: (dUJ>) (Green sheet) is the dress of the Shaykhs of the non- 
Arab nations. 

Tajwid: (jbj^l) Recitation with precise articulation and exact 
intonation. It is a saying or an act of reciting Qur'an in accordance 
with the established rules of Nutq, pronunciation and intonations, 
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such as Tafkhim, velarization, Ghunnah, chanting, and Iqlab, transpo- 
sition. 

Takajul: (Jil£Jl) Islamic Insurance. A scheme of mutual support that 
provides insurance to individuals against hazards of falling into un- 
expected and dire need. 

Takbir: (Magnification) Saying Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Most 

Great). See Allahu Akbar, 

Takbirah : (^-SoJl) A single utterance of Allahu Akbar. 

Takbiratul-Ihram : y>-^J Saying Allahu- Akbar (Allah is the Most 

Great) at the start of the prayer, after which all other acts are pro- 
hibited except the acts of prayer. Hence it is called Takbir Tahrimah 
(formula of prohibition). 

Taldq: (<J}UaJ!) The repudiation of marriage. Divorce. 

Taldq Rqj'i: (^>~ J\ Revocable divorce. 

Taldq Ba'in: (jSLJI J>*>UaJl) Irrevocable divorce or final divorce. 

Talbinah : (£Jbdl) A kind of porridge prepared from white flour, milk and 
honey. 

Talbiyyah: (iJuJl) Pilgrimage Recitation. A special prayer or call that 
Muslim pilgrims make during Hajj or 'Umrah attributed to Prophet 
Abraham and uttered by Muslims in emulation of him during the 
Hajj. This is the central, ritual recitation of the pilgrimage, recited 
from the moment pilgrims don the Ihrdm, the pilgrim's plain white at- 
tire. It is saying of: Labbayka, Allahumma labbayk. Labbayka la sharika 
laka labbayk. Innal-hamda wan-ni'mata, Laka wal-mulk. La sharika 
laka. (Here I am at Your service, O Allah, here I am. Here I am. No 
partner do You have. Truly, the praise and the favor are Yours, and 
the dominion. No partner do You have.) 

Tama Hm : (^UJl) Amulets. 

Td'min: (^Ull) Insurance, assurance, Security. 

Tamr : (>Jl) Dates. 

Tan'im : (p-^l) A place towards the north of Makkah outside the sanctuary 
from where Makkans may assume the state of Ihrdm to perform 'Umrah. 

Tanzih : (<u>^0 To declare Allah to be free of imperfection and 
everything falsely attributed to Him, such as having a son, partner of 
the trinity. 

Taqdir: (jjJ&JI) Predestination. That is, whatever befalls a person, 
whether good or bad, has been predestined by Allah. 
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Taqlid: (jU&II) Putting colored garlands around the necks of Budn 
(animals for sacrifice). 

Taqlis: ( U *A&1\) Play or merriment. Swordplay and playing Daff 
(tumbourin). To indulge in celebrations on a festive occasion through 
playing national sports or the singing of nationalistic songs by the girls 
inside their houses. This sort of celebration has been permitted by the 
Prophet £g. Muqallis are those who make a show. 

Taqwa: (^^0 Condition of piety and God-consciousness that all 
Muslims aspire to achieve or maintain. It can be said that one's Taqwa 
is a measure of one's faith and commitment to God. It means fearing 
Allah as He should be feared, and loving Allah as He should be loved, 
A person with Taqwa desires to be in the good pleasures of Allah and 
to stay away from those things that would displease Allah. He remains 
careful not to go beyond the bounds and limits set by Allah.See 
Qur'an,i/ Tmran (3:102-103), Al-Hashr (59:18-19). 

At-Taqwimul-Hijri : ( i s J >^\ jhl^O Th e Hijrah (migration) of Prophet 
Muhammad g| from Makkah to Al-Madinah (in 622 CE), marks the 
starting point of the Muslim calendar, comprised of twelve lunar 
months [a lunar year is roughly eleven days shorter than a solar year 
(365 days), since each lunar month begins when the new moon's cres- 
cent becomes visible every 29 or 30 days]. In their religious duties, 
Muslims depend on both the solar and lunar calendars. Fasting the 
month of Ramadan, celebrating the two major feasts ('Eidul-Fitr and 
'Eidul-Adha), performing the pilgrimage to Makkah, and other re- 
ligious activities depend upon the lunar months. The names of the lu- 
nar months are: Muharram, Safar, Rabi'ul-Awwal, Rabi'uth-Thani, 
Jumada Al-Ula, Jumada Al-Akhirah, Rajab, Sha'ban, Ramadan, Shaw- 
wal, Dhul-Qa £ dah, and Dhul-Hijjah. Many contemporary sources on Is- 
lam include both the Gregorian (CE-common era or AD-anno domini) 
and Hijri (AH-after Hijrah) dates for historical events. 

Tarawih: Optional prayers offered after the lsha y prayers on 

the nights of Ramadan. These may be performed individually or in 
congregation. 

Taribat Yaminuka : (*2JL^ c^) (May your right hand be in dust). It is an 
expression of exhortation, meaning, if you do not do what I tell you, 
you will lose great advantage and win nothing but dust. 

TarjV^^r Repetition of recitation (especially in Adhari) 

Tarttl: (J^jdl) Measured recitation of the Qur'an taking extreme care 
with regard to the rules of slow reading, pausing and stopping at every 
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indicated point. The Prophet jjg has recommended it saying: "Whoever 
does not chant the Qur'an is not among us." (Abu Dawud). 

Tasbih: (^-Jl) Glorification, saying Subhanalldh, Praise, saying Al- 
Hamdu Lilldh, and magnification, saying Allahu Akbar. A rosary that is 
used to glorify Allah e is also called a Tasbih. 

Tashahhud: (x^\) Testimony. It is the declaration of the Muslim faith 
towards the end of the prayers, immediately after the recitation of Ta- 
hiyyah, while sitting with the first finger of the right hand extended as a 
witness to the oneness of God. It is to say: "I bear witness that none 
has the right to be worshipped but Allah, and I bear witness that Mu- 
hammad is his slave and Messenger." 

Tashbih : (a-JLJI) Ascription of human characteristics to Allah. 

Tashmit : (c....^.^:l i) To say Yarhamukalldh (may Allah have mercy on you) when 
someone sneezes and saysAl-Hamdu Lilldh (all praise is due to Allah). 

Taslim: ( ( , V L«.-JI) Salutations or greetings, saying of Saldm-As-Saldmu 
Alaykum. On finishing the prayer, one turns one's face to the right and 
then to the left saying, As-Saldmu Alaykum wa Rahmatullah (Peace 
and mercy of Allah be upon you), and this action is called Taslim. 

Tasmiyyah: (uJl) Giving a name, Nomination. A title given to the 
Basmalah. 

Ta'til: (JJa*dl) Denying all attributes of Allah. 

Tathwib: (^jidl) Saying otAs-Salatu khairum-minan-Nawm (The prayer 
is better than sleep) in the Adhan. 

Tawhid: (jl?->Ji) It has three aspects; A, B and C: (A) Oneness of the 
Lordship of Allah; Tawhidur-Rububiyyah: (o^l To believe that 

there is only one Lord for all the universe, its Creator, Organizer, Plan- 
ner, Sustainer, and the Giver of Security, etc., and that is Allah. (B) 
Oneness of the worship of Allah; Tawhidul-Uluhiyyah: (v>^Vl jl^) 
To believe that none has the right to be worshipped [e.g. praying, in- 
voking, asking for help (from the unseen), swearing, slaughtering sacri- 
fices, giving charity, fasting, pilgrimage, etc.], but Allah. (C) Oneness of 
the Names and the Qualities of Allah; Tawhidul-Asma' was-Sifat: (^ y 
oLL^aJl j frU*-Vl) To believe that: (i) we must not name or qualify Allah 
except with what He or His Messenger ^ has named or qualified Him; 
(ii) none can be named or qualified with the Names or Qualifications 
of Allah; e.g. Al-Kanm; (iii) we must confirm Allah's all qualifications 
which Allah has stated in His Book (the Qur'an) or mentioned through 
His Messenger (Muhammad ^) without changing them or ignoring 
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them completely or twisting the meanings or giving resemblance to any 
of the created things; e.g., Allah is present over His Throne as men- 
tioned in the Qur'an. (V. 20:5): "The Most Beneficent (i.e., Allah) Ista- 
wd (rose over) the (Mighty) Throne" over the seventh heaven; and He 
only comes down over the first (nearest) heaven (to us) during the day 
of 'Arafat (Hajj, i.e., 9th Dhul-Hijjah) and also during the last third 
part of the night, as mentioned by the Prophet gjg, but He is with us by 
His Knowledge only, not by His Personal Self {Bi-Dhatihi), "There is 
nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer." (The 
Qur'an, V. 42:11). This noble Verse confirms the quality of hearing 
and the quality of sight for Allah without resemblance to others; and 
likewise He also said: "To one whom I have created with Both My 
Hands," (V. 38:75); and He also said: "The Hand of Allah is over their 
hands.": (V. 48:10). This confirms two Hands for Allah, but there is no 
similarity for them. This is the Faith of all true believers, and was the 
Faith of all the Prophets of Allah from Noah, Abraham, Moses and 
Christ till the last of the Prophets, Muhammad jg. It is not like as 
some people think that Allah is present everywhere, here, there and 
even inside the breasts of men. These three aspects of Tawhid are in- 
cluded in the meanings of La ilaha illallah (none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah). It is also essential to follow Allah's Messenger 
Muhammad #|: Wujubul-Ittiba' and it is a part of Tawhidul-Uluhiyyah. 
This is included in the meaning: "I testify that Muhammad |g is the 
Messenger of Allah" and this means, "None has the right to be fol- 
lowed after Allah's Book (the Qur'an), but Allah's Messenger jg". [See 
the Qur'an (V. 59:7) and (V. 3:31)]. 

Tawarruk: (JjjJl) Sitting in the prayer with the left foot brought forward 
so that the buttocks are in direct contact with the ground. 

Tawbah: (ajjJI) Repentence, turning to Allah to seek forgiveness of sins 
or other wrong actions. Often it should be a component of the perso- 
nal prayers. 

Tawaf: (wil^Ul) The circling or circumambulation of the Holy Ka'bah. It 
is a part of the worship of Hajj and 'Umrah. It is done in sets of seven 
circuits, after each of which it is necessary to pray two Rak'at, pre- 
ferably at or near Maqam Ibrahim. It refers to the act of walking 
around the Ka'bah. It is not permissible to make Tawaf of any other 
place irrespective of how sacred it may be. 

Tawajul-Ifadah : (L^liNl ^il ^) The circumambulation of the Ka'bah by 
the pilgrims after they come from Mina to Makkah on the tenth day of 
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Dhul-Hijjah. This Tawdf is one of the essential ceremonies (Rukn) of 
the Haj}. It is also called Tawafuz-Ziydrah. 

Tawajul-Qudum : ( f> Ull ot» The 'Arrival Tawdf, the Tawdf of the 
Ka'bah that the pilgrim must do on first entering the Sacred Mosque 
in Makkah. It is one of the essential rites of both the Hajj and Vm- 
rah. 

Tawafid-Wada':(*\*ji\ The 'Farewell TawdfThe Tawdf made before 

leaving Makkah, as the last activity there. It should be connected di- 
rectly to the trip of departure, and whoever is delayed and stays on 
afterwards should do it again. 

Tawajuz-Ziyaruh : See Tawdful-Ifddah. 

Tawrdh: (i\jyi\) (Torah) Arabic name for the holy book revealed to 
Prophet Moses thousands of years ago. It is the Jewish Holy Book. 
For Muslims, the Torah was a scriptural precursor to the Qur'an, just 
as Moses was a predecessor of Muhammad £H in the history of 
Divinely revealed monotheism. 

Td*wil: (Ji/Ul) A vision of reality in which everything seen takes on 
symbolic meanings. 

Ta'widh: (Jo^dl) An amulet that is generally suspended around the neck. 

TaydUsah: (iJLkll) (sing. Taylasdn) A famous decorated cloth usually 
kept on shoulders, and they say it is black. 

Tayammum: It literally means 'to intend to do a thing.' Dry 

ablution, sand ablution, dust ablution. The act of purifying oneself with 
pure sand in the absence of water. It means spiritual cleansing that is 
sometimes a substitute for Wudu' and Ghusl. As an Islamic legal term, 
it refers to wiping one's hands and face with clean earth as a substitu- 
tion for ablution when water cannot be obtained. To put or strike light- 
ly the hands over clean earth and then pass the palm of each on the 
back of the other, blow off the dust and then pass them on the face. 
This is performed instead of ablution (Wiidd)' and Ghusl (in case of 
Jandbah etc.) See Sahih Al-Bukhdri, Vol. 1, Hadith No. 334 and 340. 

Tayyibdt : (o Liai I) Literary good things and good deeds, also the 
monetary acts of worship, like Zakdt, alms, etc. (See Salawdt also) 

Ta*zir: (x/^D Penalization, to inflict a penalty. Discretionary 
punishment. 

Thaghdmah : (i-UiJl) A type of grass having white color; or a white fruit 
from a type of plant. 



Glossary of Islamic Terms 



538 



Ath-Thalathah : The three compilers of Ahadith - Abu Dawud, 

Nasa'i, Tirmidhi. 

Tham or Thaniyyah: (-LjJi j\ ^\) Those having two teeth. See 
Musinnah. 

Thaniyyah : (i^l) Mountain or valley pass or path. 
Thaniyyatul- Wadd ' : (^b^Jl ^) A place near Al-Madinah. 
Thajj: (g-Jl) Performing the sacrifice on camels. 
Tharid: (jl^JI) A kind of meal, prepared from meat and bread. 
Thawb : yJl) Garment. 

Thawr: (j^yJI) It is the cave wherein Prophet Muhammad jg| stayed 
before finally migrating to Al-Madinah. 

Thawab: Reward of a good deed is a Divine blessing. 

Thayyib Gowment : O^JJl) A non-virgin married or previously married woman. 

Thiqah : (iaJl) Trustworthy. 

Thunya: (LiJl) is a kind of trade in which a person sells the fruit of his 
garden still on trees for a certain price but on condition that he will 
keep some of its fruit. This is unlawful because 'some' is not a fixed 
measure, and it is fraudulent. 

Tijarah : (SjUdl) Trade. Act of buying and selling. 

TiW: (p^UJI) A kind of alcohalic drink prepared from grapes by 
thickening it through boiling, two third has gone and one third left. 

Tiwalah : (X Charms. 

Tiyarah : (SjJJl) Drawing an evil omen from birds etc.. 

Tubban ; (01:) Shorts that cover the knees (used by wrestlers). 

Tulaqa : (^UUJl) Those persons who had embraced Islam on the day of 
the conquest of Makkah. 

Tun (j^kJI) A mountain. 

Turbah: (ijdl) Earth, especially from the shrines of the Imams, on 
which Shi'ahs place their heads during Sajdah. 

Turs: (^jJl) A kind of shield. 

Udhiyah: (vw?Vl) Sacrifice (on 'Eidul-Adha). 

Uhud: (jb-i) A well-known mountain in Al-Madinah. One of the great 
battles in the Islamic history took place at its foot. This battle is called 
Ghazwah Uhud. 

'Ulama': (*UUI) See 'Alim. 
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Ulul-'Amr: (y^i\ The term includes all those entrusted with 

directing Muslims in matters of common concern. 

Uluwwah : (s ^JSM) They say it is a Persian word for 'Ud (aloeswood). 

Ummah: Community or nation. It is a special name given to 

Muslim brotherhood and unity (worldwide Muslim community whose 
population exceeds 1.2 billion). The Qur'an refers to Muslims as the 
best Ummah or Millat raised for the benefit of all mankind (3:110). At 
another place (2:143), it calls them 'the middle nation' (Ummah Wasat) 
a unique characteristic of the Islamic community that has been asked 
to maintain equitable balance between extremes, pursue the path of 
moderation and establish the middle way. Such a community of Mus- 
lims will be a model for the whole world to emulate. 

Ummi: (^SM) It signifies the 'unlettered.' It is also used to refer to 
those who do not possess Divine revelation. 

Ummul-Mu'minin : f\) It means 'Mother of the Believers.' This 

was the title of the Prophet's wives; Surah 33 Ayah 6 stipulated that 
they could not marry after the Prophet's death because all of the be- 
lievers were their spiritual children. 

Ummul-Walad : (jJjJI ^l) (pi. Ummahatul-Awlad) A slave woman who 
begets a child for her master. 

'Umra: (e^O See Nihal. 

'Umrah: (s^*J!) (Minor Pilgrimage) It is an Islamic rite performed in 
ritual purity wearing the Ihram, the seamless ceremonial garments con- 
sisting of a white sheet from the navel to the knees and a white sheet 
covering the left shoulder, back and breast, knotted on the right. Like 
Hajj, it consists of pilgrimage to the Ka'bah, with the essentialities of 
Ihrdm, Tawaf (circumambulation) around the Ka'bah (seven times), 
and Say (walking and running) between Safa and Marwah (seven 
times). It is called minor Hajj since it need not be performed at a par- 
ticular time of the year and its performance requires fewer ceremonies 
than the Hajj proper. (See Sahih Al-Bukhdri, Vol. 3, Page 1) 

Umratul-Qadd' : (*L*iJ! s^p) Making up for the missed 'Umrah. The 
fulfilled Vmrah-Xht 'Umrah that the Prophet g| performed in the 
seventh year after Hijrah, which he intended to do in the sixth year but 
the Quraysh disbelievers had not allowed him to complete. 

Uqiyyah: (aJjO (pi* Awaq) An ounce; for silver 119.4 grams, for other 
substances 127/128 grams, modern use of ounce 28.349 grams. One 
Uqiyyah is equal to 40 dirhams or 147 grams of silver. It may be less or 
more according to different countries. (See Awaq) 
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'Urban: (jL^Jl) Urban means earnest money. If somebody settles the 
price of an animal and pays a certain amount as earnest money that if 
he did not buy this animal, the seller will keep the earnest money and 
in case the deal is accomplished, the buyer will deduct the earnest 
money from the price paid. It is prohibited. 

'Urfut : (Jai yJl) The tree which produces Maghafir 

'Usfiir : Safflower. 

'Ushr: Ten percent (in some cases five percent) of the agricultural 

produce payable by a Muslim as part of his religious obligation, like 
Zakdh, mainly for the benefit of the poor and the needy. (See Sahih 
Al-Bukhari, Vol. 2, Hadith No. 560) 

AWUsrah : (s^^i) The battle of Tabuk, called so because of the poverty 
the Muslim were facing at that time. 

Usulud-Din : (^Jl The principles of Islam. 

'Uzza: A chief goddess identified with Venus, but it was 

worshipped under the form of an acacia tree, and was the deity of the 
Ghatafan tribe.in the religion of the pre-Islamic Arabs during the days 
of Jahiliyy ah. 

Wa 'Alaykumus-Salam : (^*%J\ ^iLUj) 'And on you be peace.' The reply 
to the Muslim greeting of 'As-Salamu 'Alaykum' (peace be on you). 

WadVah: (^jJl) This refers to deposits in trust, in which a person may 
hold property in trust for another, sometimes by implication of a con- 
tract. 

Wajat: (slijJl) The death of a person. 

Wahy: (^jJl) It refers to Revelation that consists of communicating 
God's Messages to a Prophet or Messenger of God. The highest form 
of revelation is the Qur'an of which even the words are from God. 

Wahy Ghayr Matlu: (^kJI jJ> ^jJl) Revelation unrecited. 

Wahy Matlu: (jiuJt ^ JO Revelation recited. 

Wayhaka: (jJUoj) May Allah be merciful to you. 

Waylaka : (dJLLj) 'Woe upon you!' 

Wajib: (^-IjJl) (pi. Wajibat) Compulsory or obligatory. An act that must 
be performed. In Islamic jurisprudence, it refers to that act which has 
not been established by an absolute proof. Leaving out a Wajib without 
any valid reason makes one a Fasiq and entails punishment. Imam Abu 
Hanifah makes Wajib a separate category between the Ford and the 
Mubah. 
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Al-Wakalatul Mutlaqah: (<ilkJl Resale of goods with a discount 

on the original stated cost. 

Wakil: (J^jJl) A person who is an authorized repesentative or proxy. 
Also can mean lawyer in Urdu. 

WaW: (^jil) A kind of relationship, i.e., loyalty (between the master 
who freed a slave and the freed slave) about the right of inheritance. 

Watt: (JjJl) (pi. Awliya') legal guardian. A friend, protector, ruler, 
officer, supporter, caretaker, helper etc. Someone who is supposed to 
look out for your interest. 

Wattmah: (i-J^l) A marriage banquet, wedding feast, or the reception 
after the wedding. A traditional dinner feast provided to wedding 
guests by the groom's family after a marriage is consummated. Provid- 
ing a Walimah was highly recommended by the Prophet $i§, whether it 
be a grand or humble affair. Friends, relatives, and neighbors are in- 
vited in it. 

Waqf: (^jil) Endowment.Term designating the giving of material 
property by will or by gift for pious works or for the public good. A 
charitable trust in the Name of Allah, usually in perpetuity, and usually 
for the purposes of establishing the religion of Islam, teaching useful 
knowledge, feeding the poor or treating the sick. Properties with Waqf 
status, such as schools or hospitals, remain so perpetually, providing 
endless benefit to the community and endless heavenly blessings to the 
donor. 

Wars : (^jjil) A kind of perfume. It is said to be Memecyclon 
Tinctorium, a plant of Yemen used as a liniment and yellow dye. 

Warsiyyah : (v-jjJl) A cloth dyed with Wars. 

Wasdyd : (UL^jJl) Wills or testaments. 

Washimat: (oU-il^Jl) The women who do the job of tattoo marking. 

Al-Wasil: (J-^l jil) One who keeps good relations with his kith and kin. 

Wasilah : (iL^ljil) The women who affixes hair extensions. 

Wasilah : (aL~, jJl) A she-camel set free for idols because it had given birth 
to a she-camel at its first delivery and then again gave birth to a she- 
camel at its second delivery. 

Wasmah : (^l) A plant used for dyeing hair (Katam). 

Wasq: (j— jJl) (plural Awsaq or Awsuq) A volume measure equal to 60 
Sa's = 135 kg. approx. It may be less or more. [One Wasq of Hijaz is 
equal to 180 kilos (Ibn Baz) and 629.856 kilograms (Shaykh Faruq As- 
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ghar Saram Pakistani) and according to modern measures, one Iraqi 
Wasq is equal to 189 kilograms.] 

Wisal: (JU?^l) Fasting for more than one day continuously. 

Witr: (j>^\) Odd number. Witr Rak'ahs are odd number of Rak'ahs such 
as 1, 3, 5, etc. - usually 1 or 3 - that are offered after the last prayer at 
night. 

Wudu' : (*j*j>j}\) Literally means 'purity or cleanliness.' It refers to the 
ablution made before performing the prescribed prayers. It requires 
washing (1) the face from the top of the forehead to the chin and as 
far as each ear; (2) the hands and arms up to the elbow; (3) wiping 
with wet hands a part of the head; and (4) washing the feet to the an- 
kle. Wudu' serves as an act of physical cleansing as a well as a pre- 
cursor to the mental and spiritual cleansing necessary when in the 
worship of God. If clean water is unavailable, a ritual purification 
known as Tayyamum, which involves symbolically touching clean earth, 
may be substituted. 

Ya'juj wa Ma'juj : (gyri*j gyr'^d (Gog and Magog) Two evil empires. 
They are mentioned in the Qur'an and Ahadith when mentioning some 
of the scenes just before the Final Hour. According to Bible, Gog was 
a chief prince of Meshech and Tubal who came from Magog. While 
Magog a people descended from Japheth (son of Noah). Gog and Ma- 
gog will be two nations led by Satan in a climactic battle at Arma- 
geddon against the kingdom of God. [See Qur'an, Al-Anbiya' (21:96), 
Sahih Muslim, Kitabul-Fitan wa Ashrat us-Sa'ah] 

Yakhsifan : (jU^J Eclipse. 

Yalamlam : ((JUL) The Miqat of the people of Yemen. 
Yamdmah : (i.LJl) A place in Saudi Arabia towards Najd. 
Yaqin : ( ( jj5JI) Perfect absolute Faith. 

Ya'qub: (^a**) A Prophet of Allah, mentioned in the Qur'an and the 
Old Testament. 

Yarmuk: (ilj^JI) A place in Sham. 

Yathrib : (^ jS) See Al-Madinah. 

Yawmud-Dar: (jljJl ^) The Day of the House, this refers to the day 
when the rebels besieged 'Uthman in his house and murdered him. 

Yawmud-Din: (jjjJl ^) Literally 'Day of Faith,' one of several Arabic 
terms for Judgment Day. See Day of Judgment. 

Yawmul-Qiyamah : (^UJl ^) (Day of Judgment) Belief in the Day of 
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Judgment is a basic article of faith in Islam. After God ends the pre- 
sent world and order of creation, a day will follow on which He will 
judge every person according to his or her intentions, deeds, and cir- 
cumstances. Judgment by God is followed by punishment in Hell or 
eternal reward in Paradise. 

Yawmun-Nafr : (yd\ ^) The day of Nafr. The 12th and 13th of Dhul- 
Hijjah when the pilgrims leave Mina after performing all the cere- 
monies of Hajj at 'Arafat, Al-Muzdalifah and Mina. See Nafr. 

Yawmun-Nahr : ^) The day of slaughtering the sacrificial animals, 
i.e., the 10th of Dhul-ffijjah. 

Yawmur-Ru'us: ^) Meaning 'day of heads'. It is the name of the 

day following the Eid day {'Eidul-Adha). 

Yawmut-Tarwiyah : ^) The eighth day of the month of Dhul- 

Hijjah, when the pilgrims leave Makkah for Mina. 

Yusuf: A Prophet of Allah, mentioned in the Qur'an and the 

Old Testament. 

Zabur: 0^1) Arabic name for the holy scripture revealed to Prophet 
David (Dawud thousands of years ago. For Muslims, the Zabur, 
analogous to the Christian Psalms (the Old Testament), was a scriptur- 
al precursor to the Qur'an, just as David was a predecessor of Mu- 
hammad £g in the history of Divinely revealed monotheism. 

Zahw: (y>^\) Unripe dates that have begun to ripen. 

Zakariyya': (Zacharia) A Prophet of God and father of John the 

Baptist. 

Zakdt: i}\S^\) One of the five pillars of Islam is Zakdt, which means 
purification and increment of one's wealth. A Muslim who has money 
beyond a certain quantity is to pay the Zakdt. It is also called the alms 
due or poor due. It is to be used in eight categories for welfare of the 
society that are mentioned in the Qur'an, namely: the poor, the needy, 
the sympathizers, the captives, the debtors, the wayfarers, in the cause 
of Allah, and for those who are to collect it. The Zakdt is compulsory 
on all Muslims who have saved (at least) the equivalent of 85g of 24 
carat gold at the time when the annual Zakdt payment is due. The 
amount to be collected is 2.5%, 5%, or 10%, depending on the assets 
and the method used to produce it. For example, it is 2.5% of the as- 
sets that have been owned over a year, 5% of the wheat when irrigated 
by the farmer, and 10% of the wheat that is irrigated by the rain. [See 
Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 2, Book of Zakdt (24)] 



Glossary of Islamic Terms 



544 



Zak&tul-Fitr : (JeJ&\ stfj) An obligatory Sadaqah to be given by Muslims 
before the prayer of 'Eidul-Ftir (See Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 2, The 
Book oiZakatul-Fitr, Page No. 339). 

Zakdtul-Hubtb : (w^l stfj) Zakat of grain/corn. 

Zak&ul-Ma'din : (O-uJl 5153) of minerals. 

Zakatur-Rik&z: J\ z\Sj) Zakat of treasure or precious stones. 

Zalim : &) 1) The wrongdoer, he who exceeds the limits of right, the unjust. 

Zamzam : (f>o) The sacred well inside Al-Masjid Al-Haram near Ka'bah 
in Makkah. The water that comes put from this well is called Zamzam 
water. 

ZanMqah : (ibUjM) Atheists. 

Zanjabil; (J-^j^l) A special mixture that will be in one of the drinks of 
the people of Paradise. See the Qur'an, Al-Insan (76:17). 

Zaqqum: (pi^Jl) An extremely bitter and thorny tree that grows at the 
bottom of the Hell-fire. See the Qur'an, Al-Isra' (17:60), for example. 

Zarnab : (v^jj) A kind of good smelling grass. 

Zihdr: It is a condition similar to divorce that was common in 

pre-Islamic Arabia, but was made unlawful by Islam. It was a way when 
the husband wanted to divorce his wife he would selfishly say to her, 
"You are like my mother." This way she would have not conjugal 
rights, but at the same time, she would still be bound to him like a 
slave. See Qur'an, Al-Ahzab (33:4), Al-Mujadilah (58:1-5). 

Zina: (Ujjl) Illegal sexual intercourse and embraces both fornication and 
adultery. 

Zindiq: (j*J^0 One who goes so far into innovated and deviant beliefs 
and philosophizing, etc., without sticking to the truth found in the 
Qur'an and the Sunnah to such an extreme extent that they actually 
leave Islam altogether. 

Ziyarah: (ojUjJI) To visit or to recite special salutations for the Prophet 
Muhammad ^ and his household. 

Zuhr: (j^ai\) The noon or the mid-day prayer, that is performed right 
after the sun moves away from it's zenith. The second obligatory prayer 
of the day. 

Zulm: (jJJill) Zulm literally means placing a thing where it does not 
belong. Technically, it refers to exceeding the right and hence commit- 
ting wrong or injustice. 



